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Designed for Wellness –
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Hotel of Design – The South Beach Opens its Doors
CDL Celebrates Singapore’s 1st UNESCO World Heritage Site
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The Criterion – A New
Standard for Living

station, has been well-received and is
one of the best-selling ECs this year.

Smart Design, Flexi Layouts
Homebuyers can look forward to a
good mix of apartment types for their
selection, with sizes ranging from 700
square feet (sq ft) for a two-bedroom to
1,410 sq ft for a five-bedroom unit.
Selected units with the option to
customise rooms with flexi layout and
configurations are available, targeting
different families with different lifestyle
requirements. These options cater to
the needs of individuals based on their
age and preferences, such as multigenerational families who need more
living space, or individuals who may
prefer to have more personal space.
Moreover, the four-bedroom premium
apartment comes with a luxurious
wardrobe and two ensuite bathrooms,
which is a rarity in ECs.

Designed for Wellness and
Comfort, with Facilities for
Everyone
With 58 facilities, The Criterion is one
of the ECs offering the most number
of facilities. The facilities come in six
thematic Haus – Club Haus, Spa Haus,
Canoe Haus, Green Haus, Bike Haus
and Play Haus, so there is something for
everyone in the family.

Artist’s Impression

Nestled close to the tranquil Lower Seletar Reservoir and lush greenery of the Orchid Country
Club, The Criterion offers many first-of-its-kind features and facilities to cater to everyone in the
family.

Come home to a verdant estate with
panoramic vistas of Lower Seletar
Reservoir and Orchid Country Club,
and refined interiors fitted with premium
appliances.
Offering all these, and more – The
Criterion, CDL’s new luxury Executive
Condominium (EC) in Yishun, will elevate
EC living to new heights.
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Designed to cater to homebuyers’
evolving lifestyle needs and

expectations, The Criterion sets a new
standard with its premier quality homes
and innovative features – at attractive
pricing.
Comprising 505 units in ten 13-storey
blocks, The Criterion is CDL’s eighth EC
project. The first six ECs – The Florida,
Nuovo, The Esparis, Blossom Residences,
The Rainforest, and Lush Acres – are fully
sold. Its recent launch, The Brownstone
in Sembawang, strategically located right
next to the upcoming Canberra MRT

Besides luxurious finishings and premium
fittings and appliances from brands like
Hansgrohe and Whirlpool, residents will
also enjoy many first-of-its-kind features.
The Criterion will be the first EC to
provide the Panasonic air conditioners
equipped with nanoe-G air purifying
system that removes PM2.5 pollutants.
This advanced air-conditioner purifies
the air by using nano technology fine
particles consisting of ions and radicals.
To unwind and relax, residents can enjoy
the microbubble spa at the Spa Haus.
This revolutionary form of hydrotherapy
developed in Japan brings about health
and beauty benefits, and this is the first
time it is introduced into an EC project.

The Criterion is also the first EC to provide
electric bicycles with a solar charging
station, offering residents a green mode of
transport and supporting green living.

Convenience of Connectivity
and Comprehensive Amenities
Located near Khatib and Yishun MRT
stations, The Criterion is well connected
to the city via Seletar Expressway (SLE)
towards Central Expressway (CTE) and
Tampines Expressway (TPE).
The upcoming North-South Expressway
(NSE) and Thomson MRT Line, set
to be completed in 2020 and 2021
respectively, will reduce the travelling
time to popular downtown areas like
Orchard Road, Marina Bay and City Hall
to about half an hour.
Under Housing and Development
Board’s (HDB) “Remaking our Heartland”
programme, Yishun is also set to be
transformed into a vibrant hub, with the
provision of new and enhanced facilities.
For instance, when ready by 2018,
Northpoint City, Singapore’s largest
suburban mall, will feature a community
club, an air-conditioned bus interchange,
a town plaza, roof top community garden
and childcare centres.
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The master bedroom of the four-bedroom premium apartment, fitted with a luxurious wardrobe, is
designed with both practical function and stylish comfort in mind.

For families with children, there is a
good selection of schools nearby – with
Naval Base Primary School, Northland
Primary School, Chung Cheng High
School (Yishun), NorthBrooks Secondary
School and the GEMS World Academy
Singapore well within a one-kilometre
radius. Other nearby institutions
include Yishun Junior College, Republic
Polytechnic, and Innova Junior College.
Also serving the area for healthcare
needs is Khoo Teck Puat Hospital,
which will be joined by more healthcare
facilities such as the Yishun Community
Hospital in the coming years.
The Criterion Sales Gallery, located at
the end of Miltonia Close (via Yishun Ave
1), is open from 10am to 7pm daily.
For enquiries, please call the sales
hotline (65) 6877 8212.
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Electric bicycles with solar charging station will be available at the Bike Haus, offering residents a
green mode of commuting and living.
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CDL Delivers
Consistent
Performance
for 1H 2015
“In the near-term, the
operating environment in
Singapore is expected to stay
challenging while the global
outlook remains uncertain. With
our strong balance sheet, we
have the financial prowess and
agility to capture opportunities
in a timely manner, while
maintaining firm discipline in
our investment strategy for
Singapore and abroad.”
Mr Kwek Leng Beng
CDL Executive Chairman

OCT 2015

Resilient Performance to
Maintain Strong Balance Sheet
Despite strong prevailing headwinds,
the CDL Group delivered a resilient
performance, achieving attributable profit
after tax and non-controlling interests of
S$133.5 million and S$256.5 million for
Q2 and 1H 2015 respectively.
CDL also posted a 2.8% increase in
revenue to S$1,639.9 million in 1H 2015
(1H 2014: S$1,595.4 million), largely
backed by revenue generated from
Millennium & Copthorne Hotels plc
(M&C)’s hotels acquired in 2014, and
improved performance from M&C’s
refurbished hotels.
As at 30 June 2015, without factoring
revaluation surpluses in investment
properties, CDL’s net gearing ratio was
28%, with interest cover at 10.5 times.
The Group’s balance sheet remained
strong with over S$3.7 billion of cash and
cash equivalents.

Strategy for Greater Growth
Commenting on its strategic plan,
Mr Kwek Leng Beng, CDL Executive

Chairman said, “Our diversification
strategy is poised to gather momentum
and prominence in the next few years.
CDL is actively pursuing our unlisted
funds management business, though
we are deliberately adopting a highly
selective approach to nurture this new
platform, which will take time to develop.
The real estate development platforms
that we have established in new markets
are swiftly taking shape. In the rest of
the year, we plan to launch some of our
residential projects in UK and China
progressively.”
The property development business
segment continued to be the main
contributor to CDL’s pre-tax profit. The
Group continued to sell its existing
projects at a reasonable pace.
The CDL Board declared payment of
a tax-exempt (one-tier) special interim
dividend of 4.0 cents per ordinary share.

CDL Ranked as Asia’s Top
Developer for Second
Consecutive Year
Overall Ranking

Company Name

The sizable Suzhou Hong Leong City Center
mixed-use development emerged the top
selling luxury residential project in Suzhou
Industrial Park in 2015. Ahead of its official
launch, about 60% of residential Tower 1 have
been snapped up.

Industry Group

1

Wipro Ltd.

India

Technology

2

United Microelectronics Corporation

Taiwan

Technology

3

Tech Mahindra Limited

India

Technology

4

Tata Consultancy Services Limited

India

Technology

5

Infosys Ltd.

India

Technology

6

City Developments Limited

Singapore

Real Estate

7

Unilever Indonesia tbk PT

Indonesia

Household & Personal
Products

8

Lite-On Technology Corp.

Taiwan

Technology

9

Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. Ltd.

Taiwan

Technology

10

S-Oil Corp.

South Korea

Technology

In recognition of its unrelenting efforts
and achievements towards sustainable
development, CDL has once again been
ranked as the top property developer
in Asia and top Singapore corporation
in the Channel NewsAsia Sustainability
Ranking for Asia’s corporate sustainability
leaders. CDL is also the only Singapore
corporation to have made it into the list of
Top 20 sustainable companies in Asia.

Scan the QR code to
access the audio
webcast of the CDL 1H
2015 Financial Results
Briefing that was held
on 13 August.

Country

This year, the rankings were announced
on 7 October at the CSR Asia Summit in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Companies included in the Channel
NewsAsia Sustainability Ranking are
selected based on research provided
by Sustainalytics, an award-winning,
global sustainable investment research
firm. Sustainalytics’ analytical framework
broadly addresses three themes:
Environment, Social and Governance.
Between 75 and 120 indicators were
used to assess each company. Territories
covered include China, Hong Kong,
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand,
and Japan.

Towards Greater Heights
In Business Excellence
In August, CDL was conferred the
Singapore Quality Class (SQC) Star
certification – an upgrade from its last
SQC re-certification in year 2012 –
hence affirming its business excellence
initiatives, processes and results.
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CDL is the first and only private real estate
developer in Singapore to achieve the
SQC Star distinction.

Now in its second
year, the Channel
NewsAsia
Sustainability
Ranking lists the 100
most sustainable
companies in Asia and
highlights the Top 20
Asian companies and
the Top 3 companies
in each economy.

Globally, CDL is listed on three of the
world’s leading sustainability benchmarks
– FTSE4Good Index Series (since 2002),
Global 100 Most Sustainable Corporations
in the World (since 2010) and Dow Jones
Sustainability Indices (since 2011).
It is also listed on the Global Compact
100 Index, Global Real Estate
Sustainability Benchmark (GRESB), MSCI
ESG Indexes, Euronext Vigeo – World
120, Ethibel EXCELLENCE Investment
Register and STOXX® Global ESG
Leaders Indices.

The SQC Star certification is awarded
to existing SQC organisations which
have demonstrated higher levels of
performance in their SQC assessment.
A national hallmark of business,
quality and service based on the
internationally benchmarked business
excellence framework, the SQC provides
organisations with a holistic model for
managing a business for excellence.
The assessment criteria covers seven
categories: Leadership, Customers,
Strategy, People, Processes, Knowledge
and Results.
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CDL
Executive
Chairman
Receives
Prestigious
HICAP
Lifetime
Achievement
Award
Visionary, bold and decisive,
Mr Kwek Leng Beng is widely
regarded as a key mover and
shaker in the local and global
property and hotel landscape.
He is the first Singaporean to be
accorded this coveted Award in
recognition of his outstanding
achievements and imprint in the
global hospitality arena over the
last five decades.

Since entering the hotel industry in
the 1970s, CDL’s Executive Chairman
Mr Kwek Leng Beng has positively
influenced the growth of tourism
throughout Asia and the world. His
significant business accomplishments
were recognised with the latest addition
to his long list of accolades – the Hotel
Investment Conference Asia Pacific
(HICAP) Lifetime Achievement Award.
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Mr Kwek, who also helms the Hong Leong
Group of Companies in Singapore, is the
first Singaporean to clinch this coveted
award. Adding to its special nature, this
prestigious award is not given out every
year and the most recent recipient of the
HICAP Lifetime Achievement Award was
Ms Marilyn Carlson Nelson, Chairman of
Carlson Inc. in 2011.

these awards include – “Outstanding
Contributor to Tourism” and “Tourism
Entrepreneur of the Year” by Singapore
Tourism Board in 1997; “Asia Pacific
Hotelier of the Decade” in 2000 by
Jones Lang LaSalle Hotels and Arthur
Andersen; “Best Travel Entrepreneur
of the Year” in 2014 at the TTG Travel
Awards.

Earlier this year, the Singapore Chinese
Chamber of Commerce & Industry
conferred him with the SG50 Outstanding
Chinese Business Pioneers Award,
and the Italian Chamber of Commerce
in Singapore awarded him “Best
Singaporean Investor to Italy” for his
acquisition of Boscolo Palace Roma, since
renamed Grand Hotel Palace Rome.

“Its timing is remarkable,
coming in Singapore’s Jubilee
Year. I remember how the
government galvanised us to
go into manufacturing and
hospitality and other nontraditional activities to create
jobs and grow the economy.
Many of us were happy to
plunge into this new field
although we were newbies
when it came to hotels... I
didn’t know anything about
hotels. We have come a long
way since then.”
Mr Kwek Leng Beng
CDL Executive Chairman

CDL Executive Chairman Mr Kwek Leng Beng received the Hotel Investment Conference Asia
Pacific (HICAP) Lifetime Achievement Award from retired Chairman and CEO of Jones Lang
LaSalle Asia Pacific Mr Peter Barge.
Conference delegates were given an insight into Mr Kwek’s hospitality journey in an informal
exchange with Mr Peter Barge. The exchange took place on stage after the award presentation.

He was presented the prestigious Award
by Mr Peter Barge, retired Chairman and
CEO of Jones Lang LaSalle Asia Pacific,
on 15 October in Hong Kong. “I doubt
whether the hotel industry has ever had
anyone at the head of a major company
who has had the depth and breadth of
industry experience and who understands
Asia, its people, its potential and its cycles,
like Kwek Leng Beng”, noted Mr Barge.
“We are very honoured to able to present
the Lifetime Achievement Award to
Mr Kwek,” said Mr Jim Burba, President
of BHN and co-host of HICAP. “His
significant business accomplishments have
positively influenced the growth of tourism
throughout Asia and indeed the world.”
The HICAP Lifetime Achievement Award
honours exceptional individuals who have
distinguished themselves through their
accomplishments and contributions to
expanding, enhancing and advancing the
hotel industry in the Asia Pacific region
and the world.

Each year, the HICAP programme
planning committee puts forth names of
potential awardees for consideration, with
the award given only when the committee
agrees on a deserving individual. All
recipients are determined by a special
committee comprising of senior level
industry participants.
Mr Kwek entered the hospitality industry
in 1971 with a single hotel in Singapore,
and has since transformed the Group into
a global hospitality player. In terms of its
hotel portfolio, the Hong Leong Group
has more than 36,000 rooms in over 150
hotels across 25 countries, with another
8,000 rooms in the pipeline. This includes
the Group’s London-listed hospitality
arm, Millennium & Copthorne Hotels plc
(M&C) – one of the world’s largest global
hospitality groups.
For his exceptional achievements and
contributions to the hospitality industry,
Mr Kwek has received numerous
accolades over the years. Some of

The Building of a Global Business
From One Hotel to Global
Player
After acquiring CDL in the late 1960s,
Mr Kwek Leng Beng set on fast tracking
its expansion through a strategy of
acquisition.
He expanded into hospitality, starting
with the opening of King’s Hotel
in 1970 (now Copthorne King’s
Hotel Singapore), followed by other
trailblazing hotel acquisitions in the
region and globally, including London’s
Gloucester and Bailey’s Hotels, New
York’s Millennium Hilton and The
Macklowe at Times Square (now
Millennium Broadway Hotel New York).

In 1992, CDL started acquiring several
hotels in New Zealand and eventually
established the largest hotel chain in
the country. Mr Kwek cemented his
reputation as a “mover and shaker” in
the international hotel arena when in
1995, with Saudi Arabian Prince
Al-Waleed, he acquired the iconic
Plaza Hotel in New York from
American tycoon Donald Trump. That
same year, he acquired the Copthorne
Hotel chain.
He later purchased the US Regal Hotels,
which were molded into a global hotel
chain, further cementing his reputation
as a global hotelier. By that time, M&C
became the first Singapore-controlled

firm to be listed on the London bourse
in 1996.
Today, M&C is one of the world’s largest
hotel groups, which owns, operates
and/or manages over 120 hotels
worldwide. The appetite to grow the
hotel portfolio has not abetted.
Last year, M&C acquired three hotels,
the high-end Boscolo Palace Roma in
Rome, the Novotel New York Times
Square and the all-suites The Chelsea
Harbour Hotel in London. In December,
M&C also opened its first hotel in
Japan, the Millennium Mitsui Garden
Hotel Tokyo in the heart of Tokyo’s
Ginza district.
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CDL’s Kwek Leng Joo conferred the
President’s Award for the Environment
and Green Visionary Award

unique beauty and moments through my
lens,” he noted.

In recognition of his outstanding contributions to environmental sustainability and visionary leadership,
CDL Deputy Chairman Mr Kwek Leng Joo received two top honours - the President’s Award for the
Environment and the Green Visionary Award. Beyond corporate leadership, he has also been championing
environmental sustainability in the business, academic and youth communities, through numerous public
service roles over the years.

In his corporate capacity, Mr Kwek has
spearheaded CDL to “Conserve as it
Constructs” in 1995 and was at the fore,
steering CDL’s sustainability journey. Today,
CDL is recognised as Asia’s top ecodeveloper, having pioneered innovative
sustainable developments and embraced

In the 1990s, after having worked in the
building industry for over two decades,
he was aware of the negative impact the
sector had on the environment and was
determined to “clean up” the perception.

the use of game-changing technology such
as Prefabricated Prefinished Volumetric
Construction (PPVC), setting numerous
benchmarks for green buildings, resource
conservation and increased productivity.

Green Visionary Award
Presented jointly by the Building and
Construction Authority (BCA) and
Singapore Green Building Council
(SGBC), the Green Visionary Award is a
special pinnacle award under the BCASGBC Green Building Individual Awards,
introduced this year to recognise visionary
and esteemed forerunners who have

contributed immensely to Singapore’s
green building movement, and have in
turn influenced the region as well. Open
to both local and international green
professionals, the award also serves
to honour the individual’s continued
leadership and global recognition on
environmental sustainability.
Both Awards were in recognition of Mr
Kwek’s dedication in effectively shaping,
leading and influencing the industry
through corporate leadership and his
service in various committees that build
a more sustainable environment in
Singapore and beyond.

Marking a Sustainable Built Environment
In 2005, the Building and Construction
Authority (BCA) embarked on its thrust
to shape a sustainable built environment
through the Green Mark Scheme. A
decade on, it has successfully greened
29% of Singapore’s built environment.
President Tony Tan
Keng Yam (centre),
together with Minister
for the Environment
and Water Resources
Mr Masagos Zulkifli
(right) presented
Mr Kwek Leng Joo,
CDL Deputy
Chairman (left), with
the President’s Award
for the Environment
– Singapore’s highest
environmental
accolade during a
special ceremony
at the Istana on
7 October.
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President’s Award for the
Environment (PAE)

environmental champions from the
People, Public and Private (3P) sectors.

The PAE is the highest environmental
accolade for individuals, educational
institutions and organisations that have
made outstanding contributions towards
environmental and water resource
sustainability in Singapore. Organised by
the Ministry of the Environment and Water
Resources, the annual award recognises
and honours the sustained environmentand water-related contributions by

An individual with tremendous passion
for the environment, CDL Deputy
Chairman Mr Kwek Leng Joo has been
a dedicated advocate of environmental
conservation and sustainability in both
his corporate and personal capacities for
over two decades.
An avid photographer who is listed on
the 9th Forbes Asia’s Heroes of

Philanthropy List, Mr Kwek has raised
some S$3 million from the sale of his
nature-themed photo works and art
books for various environmental and
charitable causes.
His love for nature has always been
evident since his teenage years, when he
first picked up photography. “My primary
source of inspiration for photography has
always been nature. I often find enormous
energy and inspirations from Nature and
as a photographer, I wish to capture its

As of September 2015, more than 2,500
buildings are Green Mark certified, and
BCA is on schedule towards meeting
the target of greening 80% of all of
Singapore’s buildings by 2030.
CDL Deputy
Chairman Mr
Kwek Leng Joo
shared his insights
on sustainable
development at the
BCA Breakfast Talk
for CEOs.

To celebrate this milestone with
stakeholders in the built industry,
some 250 to 300 local C-suite leaders
were invited to participate in the
BCA Breakfast Talk for CEOs, held in
conjunction with the International Green
Building Conference (IGBC) 2015.
Themed “Celebrating a Decade of
Leadership in Sustainability”, the session
focused on Singapore’s green building
journey over the past decade and the
challenges facing the sector over the
next 10 years.
During the session, CDL Deputy
Chairman Mr Kwek Leng Joo spoke on
CDL’s commitment towards creating
sustainable business value and its
20-year journey in sustainability,
highlighting the impact of CDL’s ethos
of “Conserving as we Construct”, and

how deeply rooted the Corporate Social
Responsibility culture is in the company’s
DNA. He also participated in an indepth panel discussion on sustainability
issues at the corporate level, alongside
Ms Terri Wills, World Green Building
Council CEO and other renowned green
building experts.
At the end of the session, BCA launched
its Green Mark 10th Year Anniversary
Commemorative Book, which honours
50 of the best green building projects
in Singapore. Republic Plaza, City
House, W Singapore – Sentosa Cove,

City Square Mall and 11 Tampines
Concourse were amongst some of CDL’s
iconic green developments featured in
the book.
In conjunction with IGBC 2015, the
Green Living exhibition – the first
lifestyle event focusing on eco-conscious
users – was held from 4 to 6 September
at Marina Bay Sands.
In line with its eco-outreach efforts, CDL
showcased its green homes and their
eco-features to trade and public visitors
at the exhibition.
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Forging Collaborative Partnerships
for Growth

From left to right:
Mr R Satya (KPMG
Singapore Head
of Strategy),
Mr Tay Hong Beng
(KPMG Singapore
Head of Tax),
Mr Grant Kelley (CDL
CEO), Mr Peter Chay
(KPMG Singapore
Deputy Managing
Partner), Mr Ong
Pang Thye (KPMG
Singapore Deputy
Managing Partner).

At the KPMG Management Summit held on 21 August at W
Singapore – Sentosa Cove, CDL Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Mr Grant Kelley shared his experience working on CDL’s project
with KPMG on the execution of CDL’s S$1.5 billion Profit
Participation Securities (PPS) programme last year – a first-of-itskind investment platform.
CDL tapped on KPMG’s multi-disciplinary expertise –
from advisory services and tax, to audit. Despite various
challenges, the seamless teamwork by KPMG helped make the
implementation of PPS possible.

Drawing on his extensive 25-year experience in the real estate
industry, Mr Kelley spoke candidly to some 450 KPMG senior
management staff and partners from Singapore and ASEAN.
He emphasised the importance of nurturing a trusted clientadvisor relationship as a foundation on which successful projects
are built.
He also encouraged firms such as KPMG to continually evolve,
remain innovative and enhance their value-add, leveraging their
multi-disciplinary expertise.

The South
Beach –
Iconic Hotel
of Design
Opens its
Doors
A H.I.P. Hotel
Developed to strike that perfect balance
between work and play, The South Beach
is a destination in itself.
Designed to create a H.I.P. environment
– Highly Individualised People and Places
– the Hotel of Design will invite guests to
explore their imagination and leave the
ordinary behind.
The Luxury & Lifestyle Hotel of Design
features 654 Showcase Guest Rooms
and Suites, an all day dining restaurant,
three vibrant bars, two sky gardens, two
infinity pools and a gym meticulously
crafted by renowned French designer,
Philippe Starck and creative individuals

Global Village –The
eclectic lobby of
the Hotel of Design,
where every detail is
curated and crafted
by Philippe Starck
and creative artists
worldwide.

from around the world. There are 43
Imaginative Social Spaces, which together
offers a unique destination within the
thriving Civic District.
Ahead of its full opening later this year,
The South Beach opened its doors on
3 September for a preview. During this
special preview period, guests will be able
to experience LAUGH – one of the three
vibrant bars located on the ground floor,
with its own street entrance from Nicoll
Highway.
In addition, another contemporary
restaurant, ADHD (All Day Hotel Dining),
featuring a diverse menu with a range of
cuisine, from breakfast through to late
night in a relaxed contemporary setting, is
also open for service.

Creating Infinite Experiences
At The South Beach, the emphasis is on
Imaginative Social Spaces that cater to
the need for being “Alone Together”.
“The South Beach seeks to create
infinite experiences for guests by
integrating Luxury & Lifestyle, design
and technology, as well as work and
play throughout the property. The
design seeks to create a hospitality
experience second to none and we
hope that each guest who stays with us
can leave with unique stories to tell,”
said Mr Jan Büttgen, General Manager
of The South Beach.
For reservations and more information,
visit www.thesouthbeach.com.sg.

Check in to a
sanctuary of calm and
modern comfort in
The South Beach’s
contemporary
Showcase deluxe
rooms.

9

10
The Quayside Collection in Sentosa Cove - CDL’s project with KPMG on the execution of CDL’s S$1.5 billion Profit Participation Securities programme.
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A Growing Footprint

in the UK. The city is undergoing an economic regeneration and
we are proud to be a part of that,” said Mr Kwek Leng Beng,
CDL Executive Chairman and M&C Chairman.

The CDL Group continues to grow its hospitality portfolio in Europe with two new assets – Hard Days
Night Hotel in Liverpool and Cambridge City Hotel, acquired through its hotel-arm Millennium &
Copthorne Hotels plc (M&C) and REIT associate CDL Hospitality Trusts (CDLHT) respectively.

Mr Aloysius Lee, M&C Chief Executive Officer said, “Liverpool is
a leading tourist destination that continues to attract millions of
visitors annually on a mass global scale. Having been crowned
Capital of Culture in 2008, the city maintains its prominent stance
by investing in an array of forward-thinking regeneration projects,
while firmly retaining its Beatles legacy.”

Hard Days Night Hotel –
World’s Only Beatles-inspired Hotel
The Beatles, who hailed from Liverpool, burst onto the music
scene in the 1960, becoming one of the most famous groups
ever, revolutionising global contemporary music with their
performances, scores of hit songs and their lifestyle.
Exclusive Beatles artwork by world-renowned artists is displayed
throughout the hotel, and photographs from the early 1960s until
present day are displayed along the grand central staircase from
the basement to the roof of the hotel, often considered as one of
the hotel’s most spectacular features.
Among the renowned artists that have their works displayed
at the hotel is Klaus Voormann, a much sought-after session
musician on the Beatles’ and other music groups’ recording
sessions. Voormann lived in the band's London flat with George
Harrison and Ringo Starr after John Lennon and Paul McCartney
moved out to live with their respective partners, and designed
the cover of their album Revolver, for which he won a Grammy.
“This unique acquisition, which will be supported by M&C’s
existing management infrastructure, further expands M&C’s hotel
portfolio to one of the leading leisure and business destinations

“Being the only one of its kind, the Hard Days Night Hotel offers
an experience like no-other and we are confident that our guests,
particularly from countries including China, the US and Europe, will
be excited by the choice of this latest acquisition,” added Mr Lee.
Teen-idol Justin Bieber and Hollywood celebrities John Hurt and
Robert Downey Junior are among the famous guests who have
stayed at the hotel.

The Deluxe rooms feature exclusive Beatles artwork by renowned artist
Shannon, on the large leather headboard above the bed. Each room has
been tastefully designed to incorporate the contours and character of the
original building.

Cambridge City Hotel –
Marking CDLHT’s Entry into Europe
Located some 80 km from London, Cambridge today is
more than just a university city – it is at the heart of the hightechnology centre known as Silicon Fen.
"Cambridge has been one of the strongest performing
hospitality markets in UK and the burgeoning life science cluster
will support the growth trajectory of the market,” notes Mr
Vincent Yeo, CDLHT Chief Executive Officer.

Recognising the city’s strong growth potential, CDLHT marked its
maiden entry into Europe with a £62.5 million (S$135.3 million)
acquisition of the Cambridge City Hotel, an upscale 198-room
hotel strategically located near tourist attractions such as King’s
College, Fitzwilliam Museum, and the Grand Arcade Shopping
Centre.
“The acquisition of Cambridge City Hotel is a rare opportunity
for us to acquire a prime asset in a tightly held investment
market,” said Mr Yeo. He added that it is also “in line with our
strategy to invest in markets with good growth potential."
The hotel completed an £8.2 million refurbishment in April that
refreshed the public areas and all the hotel rooms.

Housed in a magnificent Grade II listed Central Building, dating back to
1884, Hard Days Night Hotel is named after the Fab Four’s hit song and
film of the same name.

M&C recently acquired a long leasehold interest in a new iconic
hotel – the Hard Days Night Hotel in Liverpool. This hotel will
mark M&C’s 24th property within the UK and Europe.
Comprising 110 guest rooms and suites – including the famed
McCartney and Lennon suites – the hotel houses several bars
and restaurants, and also caters to a variety of events including
conferences, meetings and weddings.
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Established in 2008, Hard Days Night Hotel sits adjacent to
now world-famous Cavern Club where the Beatles rose to fame.

Blakes, the hotel’s flagship restaurant, is named after celebrated pop
artist, Sir Peter Blake, who created the iconic artwork for the Sgt Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band album cover. Blakes boasts wall-to-wall original
Beatles artwork including a centrepiece display of 60 images of icons
from the album’s sleeve.

Enjoying prime location in the city centre, Cambridge City Hotel is one
of the largest hotels in Cambridge and is near tourist attractions such as
King’s College, Fitzwilliam Museum, and the Grand Arcade Shopping
Centre.

The newly-refurbished upscale hotel offers 198 rooms and a
comprehensive suite of facilities.
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Elevating
Guests’
Experiences:
Handy
Smartphone
Service

M&C Hosts
Vietnam’s
Next Top
Model in
Singapore

In August, Singapore welcomed
contestants from the latest season of the
reality TV show Vietnam’s Next Top Model
as they were filming in town.
As part of a partnership with the
Singapore Tourism Board (STB) and
Singapore Airlines to promote the
Republic to the region as a top tourism
destination, Millennium & Copthorne
Hotels plc (M&C) hosted the contestants
and film crew at the Grand Copthorne
Waterfront Hotel.

Stay connected during your stay at New World Millennium Hong Kong Hotel with complimentary
use of handy smartphone.

New World Millennium Hong Kong
Hotel now offers complimentary handy
smartphone services to all hotel guests.
All 464 guestrooms and suites are now
equipped with a multi-functional handy
smartphone, at no additional cost,
enabling hotel guests to stay connected
with the world 24/7 during their stay.
The handy smartphone enables guests
to enjoy unlimited local calls as well
as international calls to the US, UK,
Germany, Australia, Japan, Singapore
and China, with unlimited 3G mobile

Internet access. The handy smartphone
can also be used as a WiFi hotspot
for guests to connect their personal
notebook computer, tablet or other
mobile communication device to the
Internet.
The handy smartphone is pre-loaded
with popular apps such as interactive
maps and Hong Kong city guide. Guests
can take the handy smartphone with
them, even out of the hotel, and stay
connected with their friends and business
partners during the day.

To protect the privacy of guests,
all browsing history and personal
information will be completely cleared
from the device when the guest
checks out.
“Staying connected while on the road
is essential in our daily life; and we are
pleased to add the handy smartphone
to our core room amenities, which
helps meet the needs of business and
leisure travellers alike,” said Mr Bernard
Rodrigues, General Manager of New
World Millennium Hong Kong Hotel.

Contestants from the
popular reality TV
show, Vietnam’s Next
Top Model, lived it up
at Grand Copthorne
Waterfront Hotel
during their stay in
Singapore.

The show involves aspiring contestants
competing for the title of “Vietnam’s
Next Top Model” and the opportunity
to begin a career in the modelling
industry. This special episode, which was
televised in early October, featured seven
contestants from the show spending four
days in Singapore competing in various
modelling and fashion-related challenges.
“With tourism being an important pillar of
Singapore’s economy, attracting tourists
from around the region remains a key
focus for the tourism industry here. We are
delighted that M&C and Grand Copthorne
Waterfront Hotel are part of this
opportunity to showcase Singapore as an
enticing and vibrant tourist destination,”
said Mr Bhupesh Yadav, Chief Business
and Administration Officer at M&C.
“M&C has properties located in
Singapore’s key entertainment and
lifestyle hubs. This partnership will allow
us to work with STB to showcase the
cosmopolitan lifestyle offerings available
in Singapore and give tourists from
neighbouring countries more reason to
visit the city,” Mr Yadav added.

“Best Hotel Location” Gets a Makeover:
Copthorne Hotel Auckland Harbourcity
The 187-room Copthorne Hotel Auckland
Harbourcity will be closed till early 2017 for
a major overhaul.
The refurbishment exercise, valued at over
S$40 million, includes a complete replacement
of the building services, new guestrooms and
public areas.
Located right on the waterfront and in the Central
Business District, the hotel enjoys a grandstand
view of Auckland’s sparkling Waitemata Harbour.
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Conveniently located in the vibrant business and shopping district of Tsim Sha Tsui East, New World Millennium Hong Kong overlooks the impressive city
skylines of the Victoria Harbour.

Given its excellent locational attributes, Mr BK Chiu,
Managing Director of Millennium & Copthorne
New Zealand Limited, indicated that the
refurbishment project is of great significance.
When completed, M&C’s global portfolio will be
enhanced with a landmark gateway property in
New Zealand.

Located in Auckland’s downtown by the waterfront, the Copthorne Hotel Auckland
Harbourcity boasts magnificent views of the Waitemata Harbour.
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Embracing a New Botanical Icon –
CDL Celebrates Singapore’s First
UNESCO World Heritage Site

musical extravaganza by groups of
young performers, put together by x10
Productions. The x10 team works with
young people, majority of whom are
beneficiaries of The Business Times
Budding Artists Fund – a fund that
provides fully-sponsored arts training
for young people from financiallydisadvantaged backgrounds.

A graceful posse
of young ballerinas
performing Swan
Lake, was part of the
opening performance.

“I am privileged to have been part of this worthy national mission and this book is the culmination
of the tireless efforts of many distinguished persons and organisations. The Gardens’ successful
inscription is one of the most significant highlights for Singapore’s Golden Jubilee.”
Mr Kwek Leng Joo
CDL Deputy Chairman

“Embrace” – A Journey
Through the Singapore
Botanic Gardens
An avid photographer, Mr Kwek
has been personally involved in the
inscription journey since early 2013,
when he was invited to contribute
his photographs of the Gardens
for its inaugural presentation at the
37th Session of the World Heritage
Committee held in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia.

A total of S$508,000 was raised through the gala dinner and the sale of the “Embrace” photo books. Guest-of-Honour Mr Lawrence Wong,
then Minister for Culture, Community and Youth and Second Minister for Communications and Information (second from right) and CDL Deputy
Chairman Mr Kwek Leng Joo (second from left) presented the cheque donations to Garden City Fund Chairman, Professor Leo Tan (extreme left)
and NHB CEO Mrs Rosa Daniel (extreme right).

Held on 17 September at The St. Regis
Singapore, the celebratory gala dinner
was initiated by CDL Deputy Chairman
Mr Kwek Leng Joo, who has been a
strong supporter of the Singapore Botanic
Gardens’ UNESCO bid since 2013.
The dinner, which was attended by some
400 distinguished guests from both the
public and private sectors, was jointly
organised by CDL and the Garden City
Fund (GCF), a registered charity under the
National Parks Board (NParks).
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Beyond commemorating Singapore’s
achievement, the gala dinner also sought
to raise funds for the Garden City Fund to

support outreach and conservation of the
Gardens for future generations to enjoy.
The event was graced by Mr Lawrence
Wong, then Minister for Culture,
Community and Youth and Second
Minister for Communications and
Information, who witnessed the launch of
a limited edition photo art book by
Mr Kwek. Titled “Embrace”, the book
features images taken by Mr Kwek,
within the lush grounds of the Gardens,
and celebrates the Gardens’ successful
inscription. Some S$350,000 was raised
from the dinner as well as from the
auction of a gold-plated Renanthera
Singapore Botanic Gardens orchid.

In his opening address, Minister Lawrence
Wong expressed his appreciation to
corporations who have supported the
Gardens’ UNESCO bid and his wish that
the strong support would continue. “I
hope with all our shared efforts and our
contributions tonight, we can continue to
make progress in our cultural development,
in strengthening our heritage in Singapore.
It is an important part in our development
in our next phase, and to help contribute to
the soul of our nation and to help create a
more holistic development in Singapore,”
he said.
Apart from a finely curated epicurean
menu, guests were treated to a dazzling

In support of outreach and
conservation efforts of the Gardens,
Mr Kwek dedicated much of his time
and photography expertise to create
a limited edition photo art book that
showcases the Gardens’ beloved
landmarks and biodiversity.

Monuments Fund (NMF) under the
National Heritage Board. With the
Ministry of Culture, Community
and Youth’s Cultural Matching Fund
providing dollar-for-dollar matching
grants for private cash donations to the
arts and heritage sector, CDL raised
S$320,000 for the NMF. This will be
used to preserve Singapore’s heritage
landscape.
“Embrace” can be purchased at the
National Museum of Singapore and
book stores in the Gardens at S$99
each (without GST). Sales proceeds will
be donated to the two funds, GCF
and NMF.

Mr Kwek dedicated the book to the
late Mr Lee Kuan Yew for his vision and
trailblazing contributions to our Garden
City. “Mr Lee Kuan Yew’s foresight has
no doubt led the Gardens and our
Garden City to what they are today. In
1963, Singapore’s Garden City journey
began when Mr Lee, who was then the
Prime Minister, planted a Mempat tree,
signifying the start of the greening
campaign,” noted Mr Kwek.
20 exclusive copies of Mr Kwek’s
“Embrace”, autographed by Prime
Minister Mr Lee Hsien Loong, were
also sold to raise funds for the National

Following the book launch, CDL Deputy
Chairman Mr Kwek Leng Joo presented a
copy of “Embrace” to Mr Lawrence Wong,
then-Minister for Culture, Community
and Youth and Second Minister for
Communications and Information.

Creating
Value,
Delivering
Sustained
Eco-Impact
CDL was presented with the 20th
Anniversary Sustained Impact
Achievement Award by the
Singapore Environment Council
(SEC), in recognition of its continued
excellence in environmental
stewardship within and outside of
the company, and sustained impact
on the environmental conservation
front over the years.
This special one-off award was
given out as part of the Singapore
Environmental Achievement Award
(SEAA), and presented to one of the
past SEAA winners that had won the
awards at least twice. CDL won the
SEAA twice – in 2004 and 2010.
One of the most prestigious
environmental awards in Singapore
and the region, the SEAA was
launched in 1997 to recognise
overall environmental stewardship
by organisations.
To date, the Award has recognised
80 organisations across Singapore
and the region.
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Creating Value for
a Sustainable Future

Guest-of-Honour Mr Chan Chun Sing, Secretary-General of the National Trades Union Congress and Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office (fifth from
left), and Mr Kwek Leng Joo, President of Global Compact Network Singapore (centre), together with the winners of the inaugural Singapore Apex
CSR Awards. Also in the photo are Ms Esther An, CDL Chief Sustainability Officer (third from right) and Mr Grant Kelley, CDL CEO (right).

up a notch when it comes to proposing
feasible CSR strategies.

Recognising Singapore’s Best in
CSR and Sustainability

The winning team, Team Impact Advisory
of Singapore Management University
(SMU), shared that what had initially
started as a ’just a case competition’
became much more than they expected
or have ever experienced. They learnt that
more thought and rigour was required in
crafting a CSR strategy.

Reinforcing its CSR leadership in
Singapore, CDL was the corporate
presenter of the inaugural Singapore
Apex CSR Awards. Jointly organised by
Global Compact Network Singapore,
Singapore Business Federation and
The Business Times, the award is a new
national CSR accolade.

Integrating Sustainability
for Greater Business Value
Guest-of-Honour Ms Grace Fu, then Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office, Second Minister for Environment and Water Resources and Second Minister
for Foreign Affairs (second from right) and Mr Kwek Leng Joo, President of Global Compact Singapore Network (centre), presented Team Impact
Advisory from SMU – Winner of the CDL-Compact Singapore Young CSR Leaders Award 2015 – with their prizes.

2015 marks an important milestone for
the Global Compact Network Singapore
– it celebrates the 10th year anniversary.
Formerly known as Singapore Compact
for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR),
it is the national society promoting
CSR for businesses and stakeholders in
Singapore.
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Ahead of the Singapore Exchange’s plans
for a sustainability reporting framework
for listed companies, it is timely for the
Global Compact Network Singapore to
review and chart the future of Singapore’s
sustainability agenda, while encouraging
other businesses to do the same at the
seventh International CSR Summit.

Held on 25 and 26 August, this year’s
Summit was graced by Guest-of-Honour
Ms Grace Fu, then Minister in the Prime
Minister’s Office, Second Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Second Minister for
the Environment and Water Resources.
Centered on the theme of “Evolving
and Evaluating CSR: Creating Value for a
Sustainable Future”, the Summit saw over
330 participants and delegates.
Organised annually by Global Compact
Network Singapore, the Summit is an
important platform that encourages
and facilitates discussions by major CSR
players in the region, to advance ways

that companies can maintain sustainable
growth through responsible business
practices.

In response to increased global interest
in sustainability issues, the Singapore
Exchange (SGX) has announced its
plans to increase the transparency of
governance with sustainability reporting

on a “comply or explain” basis for all
Singapore-listed companies.
As part of the concerted efforts to build
capacity in sustainability reporting within

Strong Participation for CDLCompact Singapore Young CSR
Leaders Awards 2015
Held for the fifth time, this year’s national
case competition attracted strong interest
from various educational institutions in
Singapore to work on CSR case studies of
large companies.
For the first time, this year’s competition
featured large and listed companies as
business cases, taking the challenge

From left to right: Dr Wayne Visser, Director of Kaleidoscope Futures Lab, Ms Carrie Johnson,
Founding Director of PAIA Consulting, Mr Kwek Leng Joo, CDL Deputy Chairman and Ms Yeo
Lian Sim, Special Adviser at SGX.

Launched in February 2015, the
Singapore Apex CSR Awards aims to
recognise Singapore-based companies
which excel in CSR and encourage more
businesses to adopt best CSR practices.
This year, three Singapore organisations Keppel Land Limited, Wilmar International
Limited and the Maritime and Port
Authority of Singapore, were recognised
for their outstanding CSR practices.

the Hong Leong Group (HLG), CDL’s
Group Corporate Secretarial Services
and Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) departments jointly organised
an in-house seminar on 27 August.
The seminar was attended by some
80 participants, including Board of
Directors and senior management of the
HLG’s listed companies in Singapore.
Sharing their insights on creating
integrated value through CSR and
sustainability reporting were eminent
CSR experts Dr Wayne Visser, Director
of Kaleidoscope Futures Lab, who
touched on his progressive concept of
“Creating Integrated Value (CIV)” and
Ms Carrie Johnson, Founding Director
of PAIA Consulting, who focused on the
development of reporting processes
and indicators, driven by a materialityfocused approach. They were joined by
Ms Yeo Lian Sim, Special Adviser at SGX,
who shared the latest progress on SGX’s
push towards mandatory sustainability
reporting amongst listed companies.
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A Heartwarming
Mid-Autumn
Reunion
In conjunction with the Mid-Autumn Festival, City Sunshine Club
(CSC) volunteers held a special celebration for patients of Assisi
Hospice’s Home Care and Day Care Centre on 25 September.
This is the eighth year that CDL’s employee volunteers have
organised the festive reunion.

Following a tour of the National Museum of Singapore’s (NMS) revamped galleries, Guest-of-Honour ESM Goh Chok Tong (third from left) made a stop
to view the SG50 sculpture. From left to right: NMS Assistant Curator Mr Iman Ismail, CDL CEO Mr Grant Kelley, ESM Goh, artist Mr Yeo Chee Kiong,
Minister Lawrence Wong, NMS Chairman Mr Richard Eu and NMS Director Ms Angelita Teo.

Celebrating
the Little
Red Dot
To commemorate Singapore’s
Golden Jubilee, CDL partnered
the National Museum of
Singapore to commission
a public sculpture. Beyond
celebrating the nation’s
achievements, the iconic artwork
reflects the aspirations and
ambitions of the city and its
people.
Apart from the much-anticipated opening
of the National Museum’s revamped
permanent galleries, visitors were also
greeted by a new gleaming sculpture that
marks a historic national event – the 50th
anniversary of Singapore’s independence.
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Taking the form of a blooming flower,
the commemorative artwork “In the Eye
of the Red Dot” by award-winning local

artist Mr Yeo Chee Kiong, symbolises
the country’s flourishing success and her
achievements over the past 50 years.
Positioned at the Fort Canning entrance
of the Museum, the hi-polished stainless
steel sculpture initiates a conversation
with its immediate surroundings, mirroring
on its surface the hustle and bustle of
the city, the tranquil greenery of the Fort
Canning Park and the Museum’s cultural
legacy. Embedded on the stem of the
flower is a kaleidoscopic triangle, where
ever-changing images reflected and
refracted from its surroundings may be
viewed.
During the official re-opening of the
Museum’s permanent galleries on 19
September, Emeritus Senior Minister
(ESM) Mr Goh Chok Tong visited the
magnificent 4-metre tall stainless steel
sculpture, accompanied by Mr Lawrence
Wong, then Minister for Culture,
Community and Youth and Senior
Minister of State for Communications
and Information, CDL CEO Mr Grant
Kelley and artist Mr Yeo, who shared
his inspiration behind the interactive
sculpture.

The sculpture was selected from an open
call which saw a total of 48 submissions
by local artists. Centred on the theme of
“The Red Dot, Today and Tomorrow”, it
represents the inspirations and ambitions
of a forward-thinking Singapore.
This SG50 artwork is the seventh public
sculpture that CDL has commissioned
and installed. Through its signature arts
initiative – the CDL Singapore Sculpture
Award – CDL has supported local artists
by realising their creative aspirations as
public artworks.
In recognition of CDL’s instrumental role
in shaping Singapore's art scene over the
past years, CDL was recently honoured
with the SG50 Arts Patron Award – a
special recognition accorded to only 21
arts patrons. It also received the Patron of
the Arts Award for its contributions to the
arts in 2014.
Organised annually by the National Arts
Council, the Patron of the Arts Awards
recognise the donations and contributions
of individuals and organisations towards
the local arts scene. CDL has been an
Award recipient since 1997.

Joining in the festivities were members of the CDL Senior
Management team, including Group General Manager
Mr Chia Ngiang Hong and Chief Sustainability Officer Ms Esther
An. They distributed mooncakes to the patients alongside Assisi
Hospice Chairman Mr Ronny Tan, Assisi Hospice CEO A/Prof
Premarani Kannusamy and accompanying staff.

CDL Group General Manager Mr Chia Ngiang Hong (second from right),
CSC President Ms Foo Chui Mui (left), CSC Vice President Mr Allen Ang
(third from left), Assisi Hospice CEO A/Prof Premarani Kannusamy (fourth
from left), and Assisi Hospice Chairman Mr Ronny Tan (right), all ready to
distribute lanterns and mooncakes to patients as part of the celebration.

“Each year, CDL looks forward to our tradition of celebrating the
harvest of our deep friendship with all at Assisi Hospice. Beyond
the festive gifts of mooncakes, we extend our heartfelt wishes for
the patients’ good health,” said Mr Chia, in his welcome remarks
at the start of the festive celebration.

On top of mooncakes and lanterns distribution, there were a
series of performances by CSC volunteers who belted out lively
medleys of English, Mandarin and even Hokkien and Cantonese
classics. As the evening drew to a close, some patients gamely
joined CSC volunteers in some spontaneous dancing.

Making a Difference Starts at Home
On the weekend of 25 July, about 26
CDL staff volunteers at City Sunshine
Club (CSC) lent a helping hand to the
Boys’ Brigade (BB) CARES programme,
by befriending and helping out some
50 beneficiaries who reside in one-room
rental flats in Jalan Bukit Merah.
With a focus on home improvement,
the day’s activities entailed a plethora of

housekeeping activities – including cleaning of toilets, windows and fans, as well as
refreshing main doors and gates with new
coats of paint.
Besides contributing to the programme
through its employee volunteer platform,
CDL also provided support through donations – which went towards the organisation of the event.

A Boys’ Brigade in Singapore anchor
initiative, CDL has been supporting the BB CARES programme since
2006. Befitting the programme title BB
CARES – CARES stands for Community
Activities Rallying Everyone to Serve,
the programme has always been one
of CSC’s key annual events, where CSC
volunteers partner the youths to reach
out to beneficiaries.

Jubilant CDL staff
volunteers from City
Sunshine Club were all
smiles after a meaningful
day, together with
Professor Ho Yew Kee,
Brigade President (in
white polo-tee) and
Dr K Thomas Abraham,
Chief Executive Officer
of SATA CommHealth
(in striped polo-tee),
who graced the event as
Guest-of-Honour.
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Sustainable Frontiers: Unlocking
Change Through Business, Leadership
and Innovation

Calling All
Shutterbugs

By Wayne Visser

Cowboys and Spaceships
When we think of frontiers, two images often
come to mind: cowboys and space. And as it
happens, both hold clues to how the world is
simultaneously facing the most severe crisis
since the threat of nuclear annihilation and
being reinvented through business pushing the
boundaries of possible solutions.
One of the first to realise that a radical rethink
was necessary was US economist, Kenneth
Boulding. In 1964, Boulding described how
most companies behave as if they are riding
on the infinite plains of a “cowboy economy”,
where there are no restrictions on growth,
resource consumption or waste generation.
Their endless appetite for expansion and
profits is seen as just reward for being the
‘quickest draw’ in a free market where
gunslingers are king.
It is not surprising that space – “the final
frontier” – has also captured the public
imagination, with Kennedy’s Apollo mission
finally succeeding in putting a man on the
moon in 1969. Once again, Boulding had
foreseen the power of this metaphor and
proposed the “spaceman economy” as an
alternative to the reckless “live-fast, die-young”
model of the “cowboy economy”.
Now, over 50 years later, the cowboys are
still with us and, if anything, they are bigger
and more dangerous, with their multinational
reach and multi-billion dollar budgets. But
sustainability had also advanced rapidly and is
now pushing the limits. In fact, sustainability is
now fundamentally changing the way business
functions in society across eight vital frontiers.
Sustainability Frontiers
The Transformational Leadership Frontier is
where we are starting to understand that all
change begins with leaders who are willing to
place an inspiring purpose at the heart of their
company’s mission.
The Enterprise Reform Frontier is about the
wave of alternative business structures that
are challenging the notion that companies
must exist exclusively to serve shareholders
and make profits. Whether it is the hundreds
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of thousands of cooperatives that employ
250 million people worldwide, or the over
1,200 new brand of B Corps (for benefit
corporations), we are learning that we can
remake companies to reflect our values and to
drive positive change in society.

Finally, the Future Fitness Frontier is where
businesses are developing compelling visions for
a better world – that is safe, smart, sustainable,
shared and satisfying. Simultaneously, business
is developing resilience strategies for coping
with a more volatile future.

The Technology Innovation Frontier is where
breakthroughs in process and product design
are making the aspirational goals of zero
negative or net positive impact less of a dream
and more of a reality. This is also where we are
learning about the power of collaborative and
open innovation.

Let It Go

The Corporate Transparency Frontier is
driving reporting down to a full value chain,
product lifecycle level, with early runners like
Patagonia’s Footprint Chronicles and Nike’s
“Making” App, which is powered by the Nike
Materials Sustainability Index (MSI), a database
that was created using publicly available data
on the environmental impacts of materials.
The Stakeholder Engagement Frontier tracks
how social media is changing the game of
how companies interact with interested and
affected parties. Crowdsourcing platforms are
providing a new way to consult with experts
on social, environmental and ethical issues,
while self-organising activist sites are raising
the knowledge and power of customers and
communities.

So much of making a successful transition to
a more sustainable future depends on letting
go. In Sustainable Frontiers, I explore how we
must find ways to let go of an industrial system
that has served us well, but is no longer fit for
purpose. How we will need to let go of old
styles of leadership and out-dated models
of business, along with high-impact lifestyles
and selfish values. How we must learn to let
go of cherished ideologies that are causing
destruction and beliefs about ways to tackle
problems that are failing to resolve crises.
It is no wonder that we are scared to let go.
Many of us are comfortable clinging to our
consumptive habits and selfish behaviours.
Besides, the future is uncertain – and our
greatest fear as humans is a fear of the
unknown. We would rather trust (and fight to
protect) the present we know than gamble on
the future we don’t know.

The Social Responsibility Frontier is rapidly
shedding old-style defensive, charitable and
promotional Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) in favour of more strategic and
transformative approaches. Companies around
the world are applying the five tests of CSR 2.0
– creativity, scalability, responsiveness, glocality
and circularity.

And yet, as academic Jared Diamond has
documented in Collapse, civilisations that fail
to change are civilisations that ultimately fall.
Similarly, historian Arnold Toynbee points out
that the decline of civilisations starts with the
failure to open the public and political mind to
new possibilities. People become trapped in a
paradigm – literally, a pattern of thinking – and
are closed to a different, emergent worldview,
despite mounting evidence supporting the
new reality.

The Integrated Value Frontier is showing that
companies can go beyond integrated reporting
to integrating social, environmental and ethical
criteria across their whole business – from
stakeholder needs assessment and leadership
goals alignment, to risk and opportunity analysis,
business process redesign and management
systems integration. As the name suggests,
integrated value creation is also good for
business – cutting costs, increasing stakeholder
satisfaction and growing new markets.

If we are to reach sustainable frontiers,
therefore, it must begin with changing our
collective minds – and only then will we change
our collective behaviour. How we accomplish
such a global mind-shift is the subject of this
book. And it starts by admitting that those
of us at the vanguard of the sustainability
revolution also have to change. We will have
to let go of cherished beliefs and strategies
that are not working – starting with the way we
communicate our vital, life-saving mission.

Wayne Visser is Founder and Director of Kaleidoscope Futures and the author of 23 books. He has been recognised as one of the world’s top 48
‘thriveability’ leaders and a top 100 global sustainability leader. His new book, Sustainable Frontiers was launched in June 2015.

CDL Singapore Young
Photographer Award (SYPA) –
more than a platform to discover
talented young photographers,
it is one of CDL’s initiatives that
inspires youths to scale new
heights in their creative journeys
through its talent development
focus.

Winning shot by Ms
Charmaine Yap – a
majestic photo of an
iceberg in Iceland

The rising interest in photography among
millennials is evident, with the 5th CDL
Singapore Young Photographer Award
in 2014 attracting a record number of
over 1,500 entries. Amongst the entries
submitted, Ms Charmaine Yap’s majestic
landscape photo of an iceberg in Iceland
captured the imagination of judges and
earned her the title as overall winner.
Ms Yap has benefitted immensely from
the exposure she received through the
competition: “Winning SYPA 2014 has
definitely brought greater attention to
my craft. I have been approached by
magazines to share on what it feels like to
be a female landscape photographer and
as a result, had an increase in followers and
work assignments. I was also given many
opportunities to mentor and give advice to
budding photographers. All these gave me
courage to explore unknown photographic
territories and to continue seeking
improvements in my works.”
A national photography competition
organised biennially by CDL since
2006, SYPA aims to discover and
nurture aspiring young photography

Mr Mo Zhuang Ze’s
interpretation of
Katong Shopping
Centre, from his
winning entry of
the CDL Young
Architectural
Photographer Award.

talents. Beyond nurturing the growth
of local talents, the Award also serves
as a springboard that propels young
photographers to the next level.
Its talented alumni include Mr Raymond
Phang, a merit winner from the 2008
Award, one of Singapore’s most sought
after wedding photographers today. He
was awarded the Overall Winner in the
Contemporary Wedding category at
the 2011 Master Photography Awards.
Another merit winner from the 2012
Award, Mr Mo Zhuang Ze, has gone on to
win prizes at international competitions
such as Maine Media 2013, and the
International Photography Awards 2013.
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Let Your Imagination
Take Flight
This much-awaited national
photography competition is back
with attractive awards up for grabs! If
you are between 13 and 25 years old,
this is the stage set for you. Whether
you are an all-rounder, have a flair
for architecture, nature or storytelling, unleash your creativity and
experience the endless possibilities
photography has to offer!
For more information on the 6th
CDL Singapore Young Photographer
Award, please visit: www.sypa.sg
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