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The Oceanfront @ Sentosa Cove show suites are now open daily from 9.30am to 6pm.
Contact the sales ofﬁce at tel: (65) 6878 0030 for more information.
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Uniquely CDL

ST. REGIS RESIDENCES –

T

SINGAPORE’S MOST EXQUISITE
LAUNCH OF THE YEAR

outed as the most highly anticipated launch of the year, specially invited guests, all crème de la crème of Singapore’s society,
enjoyed nothing but the best at this red carpet landmark launch held on 1 June. Nibbling on delectable canapés and scrumptious
delicacies whilst sipping champagne, it was a meeting of familiar faces as animated conversation and laughter ﬁlled the air. And the
topic of the evening? Why, Singapore’s most prestigious branded residences and its beautifully appointed show suites of course!

Celebrating the launch with
the traditional popping
of champagne and toast
are (from left to right) Mr
Chishu Zushi, Managing
Director of TID Pte Ltd, Mr
Kwek Leng Joo, Managing
Director of CDL, Mr Kwek
Leng Beng, Executive
Chairman of Hong Leong
Group, Mr Miguel Ko,
Asia Paciﬁc President of
Starwood Hotels & Resorts
and Mr Quek Leng Chye,
Managing Director of Hong
Leong Holdings.

Reﬁned Elegance and
Sophisticated Living
The St. Regis Residences show suites
were designed to perfection right down
to the smallest detail at a cost of over
$6 million. Only the ﬁnest furnishing
and ﬁttings were used to beﬁttingly
reﬂect the exclusive St. Regis brand
and ultimate lifestyle.
Residents can enjoy exclusive access to a myriad of
à la carte services extended by the adjoining 6-star
St. Regis Hotel such as the world-renowned spa and
ﬁtness facilities, housekeeping, not forgetting, the
trademark St. Regis Butler Service.
By tapping on the hotel’s in-house catering, dining
services, and even chef-on-demand – entertaining
in the absolute privacy of their spacious home will
never be the same. They can be assured that their
distinguished guests will be accorded ﬁrst-class
hospitality and service.
Indulge in the St. Regis world where ultimate
personalised attention is unsurpassed.

* Viewing of the exclusive show suites is strictly by appointment only.
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Uniquely CDL

AFFIRMATION OF

PREMIER QUALITY

& INDUSTRY CAPTAINCY

Yet again, CDL clinched the highest number of awards at the Building and Construction
Authority (BCA) Awards 2006 - Singapore’s most prestigious industry honours.

I

n the last two years alone, CDL projects have been conferred a staggering 24 awards from BCA – making CDL the only
property developer to have bagged the most number of awards. By keeping steadfast to its four core values – leadership,
innovation, quality and service, CDL has continued to push the boundaries of its business, creating new benchmarks of
excellence.

The awards are a testimony of CDL’s commitment to excel as a successful corporation, innovator of quality products, provider
of exceptional service and a responsible corporate citizen. With over 40 years of experience in the industry, CDL continues to
develop outstanding award-winning developments that are recognised both globally and locally.

BCA Awards 2006
CDL’s developments took the spotlight when they won the most number of awards at the industry’s prestigious BCA Awards
2006.

CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS
- Goldenhill Park Condominium
- Goldenhill Villas
- Nuovo Executive Condominium (Merit)

BEST BUILDABLE DESIGN AWARD
- Savannah CondoPark
- The Esparis
- Monterey Park Condominium (Merit)

GREEN MARK GOLD
- The Sail @ Marina Bay
- King’s Centre Plot 3

GREEN MARK GOLDPLUS
- City Square Residences
- St. Regis Hotel & Residences, Singapore

Environmentally
Sustainable Designs
FIABCI Prix d'Excellence 2006
This is a prestigious international real estate award conferred
on projects that best embody excellence in all the real
estate disciplines involved in its creation. This coveted
award recognises overall merit, representing an outstanding
achievement.

Changi Rise Condominium (left) and Goldenhill Villas (above) emerged 1st
and 2nd Runner-up respectively at this year’s FIABCI Prix d’Excellence.

3rd International Federation of Landscape
Architects (Eastern Region) Award for Landscape
Architecture (IFLA) 2006
The IFLA is a global non-governmental organisation that
supports the development of the profession to contribute
towards the design, conservation and management of the
environment. Goldenhill Park Condominium (right) was
honoured with a Merit Award making CDL the only Singapore
developer to receive this prestigious award in 2006.

Embracing Corporate
Responsibility

Enhancing Value for
Investors

RoSPA Occupational Health & Safety Award
2006
CDL is the only Singapore company to be conferred a
Gold Award by The Royal Society for the Prevention of
Accidents (RoSPA) of UK, a world’s leading and highly
respected health and safety professional examining body.
The Gold Award is accorded to organisations that have
good health and safety management systems in place for a
minimum period of four years.

Singapore 1000 Ranking 2006
Awarded by DP Information Group, based on turnover, net
proﬁt after tax, total assets, shareholders’ funds, return
on shareholders’ funds and return on capital employed,
CDL was among Singapore’s top 1000 companies.

ACCA Singapore Environmental & Social
Reporting Awards 2005 (Merit)
For reporting and disclosing environmental or social
information, CDL was the sole winner for the Best Social
Report category of the Singapore Environmental & Social
Reporting Awards 2005, awarded by the Association of
Chartered Certiﬁed Accountants (ACCA).

Singapore International 100 Ranking 2006 Ranked Top 20
Awarded by IE Singapore and DP Information Group in
collaboration with the Singapore Business Federation and
The Business Times, CDL was one of the top 20 companies
ranked by highest overseas revenue.
Reader’s Digest – Trusted Brand 2006
Voted as a Trusted Brand in its Annual Consumer Brand
Preference Survey 2006, CDL is the only Gold Award winner
in the Property Developer Category in Singapore.
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City Biz

HEADING TOWARDS
A NEW EPOCH
OF GROWTH

CDL’s Q1 2006 Gross Proﬁt Up 10%
For the ﬁrst quarter of the year, the Group reported revenue of $541.4 million (2005: $518.0 million). Gross proﬁt
increased by 10% to $287.6 million (restated 2005: $262.0 million). Proﬁt before taxation amounted to $75.9 million
(restated 2005: $92.1 million). Higher proﬁt achieved in Q1 2005 was mainly due to the positive one-off effect of
£12.8 million (approximately S$39.8 million) in other operating income, which relates to proceeds received from the
September 11, 2001 insurance claim by its hotel subsidiary, Millennium & Copthorne Hotels plc (M&C).
Excluding this one-off insurance receipt in 2005, proﬁt before taxation for Q1 2006 would have increased by 45%
to $75.9 million (adjusted 2005: $52.3 million). After accounting for taxation and minority interests, attributable proﬁt
increased to $41.2 million (restated 2005: $40.3 million). Excluding the one-off insurance receipt in 2005, attributable
proﬁt after taxation and minority interests for Q1 2005 would have been $29.3 million. When compared against the
attributable proﬁt for Q1 2006 of $41.2 million, this would have resulted in an increase of 41%.

Open Communication with Investors
For the ﬁrst time, CDL Managing Director Mr Kwek Leng Joo, gave a presentation to shareholders during the Annual
General Meeting. Promoting corporate transparency and communication avenues and providing updates to shareholders
on CDL’s latest corporate activities, Mr Kwek spoke about CDL’s business strategy and direction during this open
dialogue, which was warmly appreciated. This will become a regular feature in all future Annual General Meetings.

An Active Year of Launches
While the launch of the ultra-luxurious St. Regis Residences, The Oceanfront @ Sentosa Cove, Residences @ Evelyn and Millennium
Residence @ Sukhumvit have hogged the headlines, CDL is all geared up for more launches in the second half of the year. Keep a
look out for No. 1 Shenton Way and King’s Centre Plot 3 (next to Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel).

The luxurious 604-unit
Millennium Residence @
Sukhumvit, located at the
prime district of Sukhumvit,
Bangkok, was recently
launched for sale. For enquiries,
please contact the marketing
agent in Thailand, CBRE at
Tel: (66) 2 663 1555 or visit
www.millenniumresidence.com

Residences @ Evelyn, a recently
launched 208-unit freehold
condominium located at Evelyn Road.
Residents can enjoy the luxury of their
own private lift lobby and the best
panoramic view in the Newton vicinity.
You may view the show suites
from 9.30am to 6.00pm daily or
contact the sales ofﬁce at
Tel: (65) 6252 5505 for more information.

Strategic

Land Acquisitions

With its slew of recent purchases, CDL has once again shown its knack to think
ahead and to stay ahead. With an impressive land bank of more than four million
square feet with a potential of being developed into approximately 8.4 million
square feet of gross ﬂoor area, CDL has one of the largest land banks amongst
listed property developers in Singapore. Constantly on the lookout to create more
value on its current assets, CDL has acquired various strategic land purchases.

Bougainville
This premier site along Shelford Road
was purchased in November 2005
for $19 million. The site, including an
adjoining CDL plot and some state
land, will make a combined area of
about 76,600 square feet, allowing for
the development of a condominium
with about 90 units.

Number 21 Swiss Club Road
Similarly, CDL will be combining this
with adjoining plots Numbers 15 and 19.
This makes up a very rare and extensive
combined site of about 213,600 square
feet in this elite, freehold good-class
bungalow precinct.

Lucky Tower
CDL, through its wholly owned
subsidiary, Aston Properties Pte Ltd,
made a successful bid for Lucky Tower
at $383 million. Ideally located in one of
Singapore’s most prime districts along
Grange Road, there is good potential
for this generously-sized 169,189
square feet freehold site to be optimally
redeveloped into an exclusive upscale
24-storey condominium project.
Prime Thomson Road Site
This very attractive and sizable land
area was created when three different
developments joined forces to create a
combined plot of about 137,479 square
feet. CDL purchased the land for $156.3
million and hopes to amalgamate the
adjoining state land, enlarging the
site to approximately 178,000 square
feet. With a permissible height of up
to 36-storeys, the proposed freehold
development is expected to comprise
about 380 to 400 apartments.
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VIVA
LAS VEGAS

SANDS!

The American casino-resort giant Las Vegas (LV) Sands emerged triumphant with the
coveted prize of the Marina Bay Integrated Resort (IR).

T

he Singapore government announced their winning choice, Las Vegas
(LV) Sands, on 26 May, beating contenders MGM Mirage-CapitaLand,
Harrah’s Entertainment-Keppel Land and Malaysian Genting International
and Star Cruises. Executive Chairman Mr Kwek Leng Beng had from the outset
believed that LV Sands, with its extensive experience in the MICE market and
its presence in Asia, is the best choice for Singapore’s ﬁrst IR.
CDL is LV Sands’ non-equity partner and consultant for the non-gaming
aspects of the project, including communications, construction, design and
urban planning. Discussions are currently underway to kick-start this massive
project.

Top 10 Reasons Why LV Sands Hit the Jackpot!
1.

Three hotel towers with 2,500 rooms including more than 100 ﬁve-star deluxe suites

2.

A one-hectare Sky Park 50 storeys above with a 360-degree view of the city and beyond

3.

A 20,500-square metre ArtScience Museum that will feature both permanent and traveling exhibits

4.

A 41,000-square metre exhibition hall, a 9,200-square metre column-free ballroom that can
accommodate up to 8,000 people and a 48,000-square metre meeting room complex

5.

Two theatres with 2,000 seats each and a 3,700-square metre Entertainment Zone featuring games
and videos

6.

A shopping arcade with retailers including brand names like Saks Fifth Avenue

7.

An Event Plaza with movable steps that can accommodate up to 10,000 people

8.

Floating Pavillions

9.

Direct access & connection to the MRT

10. $3.85 billion in development investment and the addition of 30,000 jobs in Singapore by 2015
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City Space

THE PIER AT

ROBERTSON

Epicureans in Singapore will soon be ﬂocking to the latest gourmet hot-spot in town at
Robertson Quay.

C

DL’s newest mixed development along the Singapore River, The Pier at
Robertson, will house some of the ﬁnest gastronomic names and present
new exciting urban lifestyle concepts. Expect some established names and
overseas restaurateurs to make waves along the river.

Robertson Quay may be known for its trendy clubs and pubs, but as more hip urbanites
move into the upmarket residential developments in the vicinity, it is transforming into a
cool venue not just for the party crowd but also for discerning diners.
It is with good timing that CDL has assembled a distinguished group of culinary
experts to present a repertoire ranging from ﬁne-dining and ethnic Asian cuisine
to niche victuals to complement the reﬁned tastes of the residents at The Pier at
Robertson and those in the neighbourhood.
Dine al fresco style, soak in the relaxing ambience of the Singapore River and be a
part of the vibrant and energetic scene. This is the place to see and be seen at!
ROBATAYA YOYOGI
Be one of the ﬁrst in Singapore to
enjoy traditional country cooking
known as “Robatoya” direct
from Tokyo, Japan. You will ﬁnd
the freshest seafood, meats and
vegetables grilled to perfection on an
open hearth right in front of you. In
a rustic wood setting that replicates
the ambience of a wholesale
market, these delicacies are best
accompanied with Sake or Shochu,
a Japanese vodka. This will be a
dining experience not to be missed.

TCC – THE COFFEE
CONNOISSEUR
An art boutique caffè that is the
leading purveyor of gourmet
coffees in Singapore, offering
over varieties of innovative coffee
concoctions and selection of
gourmet food from snacks, main
courses to delectable desserts.
Dine in style amidst this art gallery,
and be inspired by the art pieces
showcased within.

BRASSERIE AT THE PIER
A brasserie by Wolfgang Lapper to be
re-created, bringing back memories of the
old brasserie at Marco Polo where you
can dine in a chic yet casual setting that
comes equipped with an open kitchen.
Be enchanted by authentic French homestyle cuisine so rarely found these days
as well as other classical favourites and
treat yourself to the wide and impeccable
selection of French wine.

– AN URBAN CHIC

GASTRONOMIC HOT-SPOT
THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY
Designed with chocoholics in mind, The
Chocolate Factory is not just a café that
will satisfy your chocolate cravings, but
it is also a place where you can partake
in chocolate-tasting sessions. Take a
cooking class, pick up the best quality
chocolate confectionary or just enjoy
watching chefs at work at the openconcept kitchen. This will be a place loved
by kids and adults alike.

LA MAISON DU WHISKY
From France, La Maison du Whisky, the
only whisky specialist in Singapore, will
be opening its ﬂagship store at The
Pier at Robertson. With an astounding
selection of 700 different types of whiskies
from Scotland, Ireland, the USA, Japan,
Wales, France and India, you will ﬁnd a
full range of whiskies – single malts, single
grain, blended malts, bourbon, ryes and
Tennessee. Special collector’s items,
vintages and a choice of tasting glasses,
ﬂasks and books are also available for
whisky lovers.

TASTING NOTES
Consummate wine aﬁcionados can ﬁnd
over 200 wine labels from their favourite
vineyards and discover new ones.
Sommelier services are available on site
should you like a recommendation to
suit your occasion and palate. Not just
a retail wine boutique, wine sourcing
services are also available.

For leasing enquiries, please contact tel: (65) 6877 1818
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MILLENNIUM HILTON BANGKOK –
A RIVER

VIEW &

As the night fell on the evening of 26 May, the skyline over Bangkok’s Chao Phraya River
lit up with a spectacular display of ﬁreworks in celebration of the birth of the über-chic
ﬁve-star Millennium Hilton Bangkok. Executive Chairman of CDL, Mr Kwek Leng Beng,
ofﬁciated the launch event that saw over 1000 invited guests and media representatives
from around the region.

T

he 32-storey, 543-room property is the ﬁrst CDL
hotel in Thailand. It offers an unusual mix of vistas:
up high there is a 360-degree panoramic view of
Bangkok’s ever-changing skyline and snaking klongs,
whilst its 50-metre wide river frontage offers hotel
guests an alternative access to and from the hotel by
riverboat.

The hotel is slated to become the new hub of the
Bangkok dining scene, with seven distinctive dining
concepts that will please every discerning palate. These
include Flow, an all-day dining culinary experience
featuring live cooking stations, The Lantern, an alfresco
tea room ﬂanking the river and the Zeta Bar, an awardwinning London bar concept that shifts from a bar to
a club late at night.
In addition, the hotel houses a stand-alone full service,
10-treatment room spa sanctuary. The Millennium
Hilton Bangkok also has one of the city’s most enviable
meeting and convention spaces with ten meeting
rooms and two ballrooms offering stunning views
and natural lighting – vivid backdrops for events and
functions.
(From left to right) M.R. Chatumongol Sonakul, Chairman of Krungthep
Rimnam, Mr Kwek Leng Beng, Executive Chairman of CDL and Mr
Koos Klein, President of Hilton Hotels Corporation, Middle East and
Asia Paciﬁc, together pushed the button to launch the stunning musical
ﬁreworks over the Chao Phraya River, ofﬁcially marking the opening of
the Millennium Hilton Bangkok on May 26, 2006.

Experience the captivating beauty and hospitality of the
Millennium Hilton Bangkok. For reservations, please call
Tel: (66) 2 442 2000.

BEYOND
The building’s architectural design and interior ﬁnishing incorporate
contemporary western design sensibilities with a touch of traditional
Siamese culture. All rooms have postcard-perfect views of the river.

CDL’S FIRST HOSPITALITY TRUST

C

DL and Millennium & Copthorne (M&C) Hotels plc
announced that the CDL Hospitality Trusts has
on 13 June 2006 successfully lodged the
preliminary prospectus relating to its proposed initial public
offering.

CDL Hospitality Trusts will be a stapled group, comprising
CDL Hospitality Real Estate Investment Trust (H-REIT)
which is a real estate investment trust, and CDL Hospitality
Business Trust (HBT), a business trust. CDL Hospitality
Trusts will serve as a publicly-listed specialised vehicle of
M&C, for the purpose of acquiring and funding future hotel
acquisitions through H-REIT. H-REIT will be an asset-owning
vehicle focused on delivering stable and growing distributions
and making yield-accretive acquisitions of properties used
for hospitality and/or hospitality-related purposes initially in
Singapore and eventually globally.
These will be managed by M&C REIT Management Limited
and M&C Business Trust Management Limited.

The H-REIT’s initial asset portfolio will comprise four hotels
and a shopping arcade in Singapore, namely Orchard Hotel
Singapore, Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel Singapore,
M Hotel Singapore, Copthorne King’s Hotel Singapore and
Orchard Hotel Shopping Arcade. These assets are collectively
valued at approximately S$846.3 million (as at 28 February
2006).
CDL Hospitality Trusts’ initially public offering consists of 425
million stapled securities. Based on an indicative price range
of S$0.83 to S$0.90 per stapled security, the stapled group is
expected to raise gross proceeds of approximately S$352.8
million to S$382.5 million. This proposed offering price range
translates into an indicative yield of approximately 6.16% to
6.37% for the annualised 6 months ending 31 December
2006 and 6.45% to 6.69% for the 12 months ending 31
December 2007.
CDL Hospitality Trusts are expected to commence trading no
later than July 2006.
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Heart for our City

APPLAUDING CDL’S
GOOD CSR PRACTICES
Time, Talent & Treasure: Best Practices in Corporate Giving,
a book produced by the National Volunteer & Philanthropy
Centre (NVPC), recognises 13 organisations that have gone
out of their way to be at the forefront of displaying the best
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) efforts in Singapore.

W

hen making proﬁts
becomes the sole goal
of the company, it will
lose sight of the bigger picture
of business sustainability. It’s
not always just about closing
the deal that matters but
sharing your success and giving
back to the community.

“CSR is part
of CDL’s
corporate
philosophy
and the
culture
created has
inﬂuenced all
levels of staff
here. Together,
we believe we
can make a
difference.”
CDL Managing Director
Kwek Leng Joo

More so than ever, corporations
are beginning to understand
the importance of CSR. Going
beyond business deals, CSR is about ﬁnding a sustainable business model and
adopting ethical and responsible corporate behaviour. This creates goodwill, builds
trust and beneﬁts the consumers, shareholders, employees, the environment and the
community. Although CSR has become the norm for most corporations in developed
countries, it is only slowly becoming an integral part of corporations now in Singapore.

Inspiring Other Corporations to
Follow Suit
For some multi-national corporations, writing a cheque is the easiest way of giving to
the society. However, there is a growing trend for corporations who believe that it’s
the heart that matters and have gone all out to give their time and energy to various
causes.
Time, Talent & Treasure: Best Practices in Corporate Giving showcases corporations
that are committed and passionate about giving back to society. Their approach may
differ but they clearly demonstrate that everyone wins – the non-proﬁt organisations,
the companies, their employees and the community at large.
This book contains a collection of case studies for corporations who want to embark on
a corporate-giving programme or for those who wish to review their existing practices.
Pick up a copy of the book and be inspired to start giving today. For more information,
please visit www.nvpc.org.sg.

CSR is Integral to CDL’s Corporate Strategy
In Time, Talent & Treasure, CDL has been highlighted for its extensive efforts to support various causes and capitalising on its
resources to maximise its CSR efforts.
For many years now, CDL’s corporate philosophy has always
been sharing its success with the community and giving
back in the best way possible through an extensive and
comprehensive CSR programme. CDL staff have also been
inspired to take the lead and volunteer their time to the old,
the sick and the disadvantaged youth.

Four key areas in CDL’s CSR efforts:
✫ Promoting the Arts
✫ Conserving the Environment
✫ Nurturing the Youth
✫ Supporting Charitable Causes

Taking on a pro-active role, CDL has initiated note-worthy
causes like The CDL Singapore Sculpture Award to promote
the arts, Eco-Ofﬁce & Eco-Home to promote green habits at work and home and City Sunshine Club – a staff volunteer
initiative. With this great passion to give back to the society, CDL constantly ﬁnds new and inventive ways of giving.
For more information on CDL’s CSR programmes, please visit www.cdl.com.sg.

Rewarding Staff
Volunteerism
“It is very meaningful when we
give our time to other people and
the beneﬁts far exceed the little
sacriﬁces we make. I am proud to
say that City Sunshine Club will
not stop in its involvement with the
less fortunate.”
Foo Chui Mui, President,
City Sunshine Club

In aid of the elderly, CDL staff sold candles raising
over $62,000 for Youth Challenge.

Heartwarming Response
from Beneﬁciaries
“A special thank you to every single member of
the CDL City Sunshine Club for a truly enjoyable,
memorable and exciting time for the children. Even
the little ones had a fantastic time as one child
exclaimed, “Auntie, I got one! I got one!”… meaning
one pin. What a feat! What joy!
Geraldine Lee, Public Affairs & Volunteer Manager,
Assisi Home & Hospice
Children from Assisi Home & Hospice Children’s Centre had a ball
of a time bowling at an outing organised by City Sunshine Club.
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PLANTING

SEEDS OF

AWARENESS

The celebration of Earth Day on 22 April promotes awareness
and action towards environmental sustainability. Catholic High
Primary School shows how Earth Day can both be fun and
educational for its students.

Getting a Green Education
Catholic High Primary School celebrated Earth Day in a very different way this year.
Instead of conventional classroom lessons teaching students about the importance of
being eco-friendly, over 150 Catholic High students participated in fun-ﬁlled activities
for enhanced interactive learning.
Students got their hands dirty as they joined in a mass-transplanting session to learn
about the importance of green plants. The 160 bean plants, donated by CDL and the
Singapore Environment Council two weeks earlier, had the words “Go Green” lasered
onto the beans. Students also charted the growth of these plants until they were
transplanted from the cans to the pots. The plants
will eventually be moved to the school’s Eco-Garden
when they outgrow the pots.
Ling Yuan, Head of Special Projects for Catholic High,
said, “It is very rare for an external company to help a
school and the magic plants donated by CDL actually
kick-started the whole transplanting session.”

Environmental
Conservation
in Action
One week prior to Earth Day, students passionately
expressed their views towards green issues such as the 3Rs (Reuse, Reduce, Recycle).
Succinctly expressed by Fabian Tan, 10, student of class 4H, “We want to save the
Earth! Where are we going to live in the future? The moon?”

“I’m very happy that
I’m doing my part
to make Catholic
High a much
greener place,”
chirped Bennett Lee, 12,
student of Class 6H.

Students could also put what they had learnt into action as six recycling bins were
placed at the school canteen to encourage the students to actively recycle.
They were also kept very busy as they participated in various competitions, including
the best decorated recycling tray and best art works on water conservation, all of which
tested their creativity and innovativeness. Students also displayed their entrepreneurial
spirit as stalls were set up to sell recycled goods ranging from second-hand story
books to toy guns made of ice-cream sticks.
It was certainly one productive day with useful green lessons to take home.

APARTMENT GARDENING –
GETTING IT

RIGHT!

Most Singaporeans live in high-rise apartments and indoor gardening is a way to beautify
our living space. What kind of plants can be grown in our high-rise homes? How can they
be cared for? Here are some basic tips.

Starting Your Own Sky Garden
Before starting a home garden, consider these factors when deciding where to place your plants. Is the place windy? Is it away
from the doors or windows? Will the plants get enough sunlight? These questions are necessary as different plants require
different conditions to grow.
BASIC TOOLS & PLANT SELECTION
To start, you will need a watering can with a long and narrow
spout, a pair of secateurs and a set of garden fork and spade.
When buying plants, select young, healthy ones and avoid
buying those with roots growing out of the drainage holes as
this indicates a pot-bound root system. Plants that require
plenty of sunlight are suitable for apartments with balconies and
rooftops. These include ﬂowering plants such as Bougainvillea,
African Violet and Coleus. Semi-shade and shade-loving plants
are more suitable for indoor environments or locations away
from direct sunlight. These include most ferns and Calatheas.
PLANT CARE
The potting medium is a critical factor for successful plant
growth. Generally, potting mixtures are based on three main
components: loamy soil, organic matter (e.g. peat moss) and
ﬁne to coarse sand. The standard potting mix, recommended
for most houseplants, involves three parts of loamy soil, two
parts of peat moss and one part sand.

Most plants can be grown in any container that holds the
growing medium and drains well. It is advisable to water
foliage houseplants daily. With most ﬂowering houseplants,
the potting mixtures should be kept moist (but not wet) at
all times. As for fertilisers, the type used is not as important
as long as the plants are fed regularly in the correct quantity.
Regular pruning controls growth, maintains shape and keeps
plants healthy by removing dead or diseased branches and
shoots. Pests and diseases such as mealy bugs and fungus
may attack plants. Treat by cleaning plants with a soft cloth
and soapy water made with bath soap only. Use chemical
pesticides only as a last resort as it may be harmful to
health.
With proper care, regular feeding and watering, plants can
build their immunity level, stay healthy and ﬂourish, creating a
blossoming sky garden.

Take part in the ‘Community In Bloom’ Awards 2006 and win attractive prizes! Organised
by the National Parks Board, the Awards is open to gardens under two categories – Home
Gardens category for residents of public/private estates, and Community Gardens category
for participants from schools, institutions and corporate bodies.
For more details, go to www.nparks.gov.sg or call 6391 6874. Closing date is 31 August 2006.
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