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BCA Built Environment
Leadership Platinum Award
Tampines Concourse –
Singapore’s First
CarbonNeutral® Development

Green Developer,

Eco-Champion
with BEL Award
FOR ITS COMMITMENT TO GREEN PROJECTS, CDL CLINCHED
SINGAPORE’S FIRST AND ONLY BUILT ENVIRONMENT
LEADERSHIP PLATINUM AWARD AND BAGGED NINE OTHER
GREEN MARK ACCOLADES AT THE BCA AWARDS 2009. THIS
MAKES CDL THE record holder WITH OVER 30 green
mark awards TO-DATE.

“Building green developments is more
than just placing a couple of ecofriendly features within a property. It
takes concerted and sustained efforts
that cut across the entire supply and
development chain and its stakeholders.
From design, construction, procurement,
maintenance and even user engagement,
the entire cycle must be aligned with
environmental sustainability in mind.”

The Awards are testament to CDL’s commitment to
corporate social responsibility, which is an integral part of
its corporate philosophy and business operations. CDL
has remained steadfast to its Environmental, Health and
Safety policy by being mindful of the impact its operations
have on the environment. Its commitment towards
sustainable development helps to address the global
concerns on climate change, given the impact the building
and construction sector has on the environment.
CDL typically allots 2% to 5% of a project’s construction
cost to green features and technologies to help reduce the
use of natural resources during the construction process
and the life-cycle of the building as well as reap financial
savings from reduced water and energy usage.

Mr Kwek Leng Joo,
Managing Director, CDL
CDL’s Sterling Achievements
at the BCA Awards 2009
BCA Construction
Excellence Awards

BCA Green Mark Awards

• The St. Regis Singapore
• Residences @ Evelyn

Residential

BCA Design and
Engineering Safety
Awards
• The Sail @ Marina Bay
• The St. Regis Singapore
(Merit)
• Parc Emily (Merit)
Artist’s Impression

CDL was accorded with yet another BCA Green Mark
Platinum Award for the Quayside Collection at Sentosa Cove
(Residential).
Touted as the “Oscars” for the industry, the BCA Awards ceremony saw CDL clinch the highest honour of the Built
Environment Leadership Platinum Award.

Shaping the present to sustain the future – this has been
the passionate ethos behind CDL’s captaincy in green
developments for more than a decade. For this leadership
position in shaping Singapore’s built environment, CDL was
distinguished as the republic’s first and only Platinum winner of
the Built Environment Leadership Award (BEL) by the Building
and Construction Authority (BCA) at the BCA Awards ceremony
held on 27 May.
The BEL Platinum Award is the highest tier of award that is given
to developers, consultants and builders who have demonstrated
excellence and leadership in shaping a safe, high quality,
sustainable and friendly built environment in Singapore. This
inaugural award aims to serve as a comprehensive roadmap for
the building and construction industry to level up and spur these
organisations towards higher degree of professionalism with
enhanced capabilities and competitiveness.

Leading the built environment as the first and only
Platinum winner of the BCA Built Environment
Leadership Award. Group General Manager Mr Chia
Ngiang Hong receiving the award from Guest-ofHonour, Ms Grace Fu, Senior Minister of State for
National Development and Education, at the BCA
Awards ceremony.

CDL was also accorded with nine new BCA Green Mark
Awards and two re-certifications including another BCA
Green Mark Platinum Award for the Quayside Collection
at Sentosa Cove (Residential). As part of a BCA pilot
study, the CDL Office at City House (Levels 2 & 5) also
achieved a commendable BCA Green Mark GoldPlus for
the Office Interior category, a new award introduced this
year to encourage corporate offices to be more ecofriendly. Offices are evaluated based on five criteria,
namely, energy efficiency, water efficiency, sustainable
management and operation, indoor environment quality
and other green features within the office environment.
With over 30 BCA Green Mark buildings and numerous
accolades, including being the only developer to be
conferred the inaugural BCA Green Mark Champion in
2008 and the President’s Award for the Environment in
2007, eco-consciousness is indeed serious business for
Singapore’s green pioneer.

BCA Universal Design
Awards
• Parc Emily (Silver)

• Quayside Isle Collection at Sentosa
Cove (Residential) (Platinum)
• The Arte at Thomson (GoldPlus)
• Livia (GoldPlus)
• Millenium Residence @
Sukhumvit (Gold)
• Anderson 18 (Gold)

Commercial
• 11 Tampines Concourse (GoldPlus)
• New Tech Park (Gold)
• Plaza By The Park (Gold)

Office Interior
• CDL Office (City House, Level 2 & 5)
(GoldPlus)

Winner of the Most BCA
Green Mark Awards (2005-2008)
Residential

Mixed Development

• Botannia
• Buckley 18
• Butterworth 33
• City Square Residences
• Cliveden at Grange
• Monterey Park Condominium
• One Shenton
• Parc Emily
• Residences @ Evelyn
• Savannah CondoPark
• Shelford Suites
• The Pier at Robertson
• The Oceanfront @ Sentosa
Cove
• The Sail @ Marina Bay
• The Solitaire
• Tribeca
• Wilkie Studio

• St. Regis Hotel & Residences,
Singapore

Commercial
• 7 & 9 Tampines Grande
• Central Mall (Office Tower)
• City House
• City Square Mall
• Fuji Xerox Towers
• Palais Renaissance
• Republic Plaza*

Industrial
• Pantech 21*

* Recertified in 2009
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“I am happy that leading developers in
Singapore such as CDL are proactively
embracing sustainable development
practices for their developments. …
These are commendable efforts. I have
no doubt that more of the industry’s
stakeholders will contribute to the
sustainable development of Singapore,
partnering the Government in our
national drive to make Singapore a
distinctive and liveable city.”

The newly-completed Tampines Concourse was unveiled at a ceremony officiated by Guest-of-Honour, Mr Mah Bow Tan,
Minister for National Development (centre) and Mr Kwek Leng Joo, Managing Director of CDL (second from left) on 8
July. From right, Mr John Keung, Chief Executive Officer of BCA, Mr Chia Ngiang Hong, Group General Manager of CDL
and Mr Jonathan Shopley, Managing Director of The Carbon Neutral (far left) representing the various teams that have
helped to achieve this green milestone.

11 TAMPINES CONCOURSE –
®
FIRST CARBONNEUTRAL
DEVELOPMENT IN

SINGAPORE & ASIA PACIFIC
CDL has once again set a new benchmark for Singapore’s
built environment with the successful attainment of
CarbonNeutral® status for its Tampines Concourse, thereby
marking the dawn of a new era in sustainable development
in Singapore. Tampines Concourse will see carbon
emissions from the building’s construction and ongoing
use reduced to “net zero”.

offsetting is relatively new in this part of the world and
being the first to foray into uncharted territory, we hope to
encourage more Singapore corporations to take a stronger
stand in tackling climate change. We have also embarked
on neutralising the carbon emissions of our corporate office
operations. Going CarbonNeutral® is in line with CDL’s
overall Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) commitment.”

Mr Kwek Leng Joo, Managing Director of CDL, explained
the Group’s bold move, “This voluntary initiative reaffirms
our commitment to reduce our carbon footprint. For many
years now, we have been consciously monitoring and
taking deliberate efforts to reduce our carbon emissions as
part of our Environmental, Health and Safety policy. Carbon

Designed and built with environmental sustainability in
mind, Tampines Concourse, awarded the BCA Green
Mark GoldPlus this year, is a sterling example of a green
development from start to finish. Beyond sustainable design
features such as an energy-efficient building envelope
design and eco-friendly fittings for energy and water
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Mr Mah Bow Tan,
Minister for National Development
efficiency, concerted efforts were made to introduce
innovative building materials to reduce the usage of
natural resources in the construction process.
Tampines Concourse is constructed with a wide
range of recycled materials for its structural building
components, such as the use of “Green Concrete”
which comprises of copper slag, recycled concrete
aggregates (RCA) and ground granulated blast furnace
slag (GGBS).

The process of attaining CarbonNeutral® development status
was facilitated by The CarbonNeutral Company, one of the
world’s leading carbon offset and carbon management
companies with a track record of working with 300 large
organisations and 200 carbon offset projects across six
continents. Underpinned by a well-recognised standard
known as the Carbon Neutral Protocol, every tonne of carbon
sold by The CarbonNeutral Company is guaranteed such
that any shortfall is made up for in the unlikely situation of a
project failure.
For Tampines Concourse, the estimated CO2 emissions
generated during the construction and annual operational
phases have been measured and will be offset by the
purchase of carbon credits which will fund carbon offsetting
projects in Asia through The CarbonNeutral Company.
For 2009, the carbon credits CDL has purchased under this
exercise will fund three projects in China, namely Guizhou
Hydro Power Project, Fujian Landfill Project and Jilin Methane
Power Project. All three projects have been verified to the
international Voluntary Carbon Standard (VCS) and are preClean Development Mechanism (CDM) projects. Without the
injection of carbon finance, these projects would be unviable.
Beyond generating climate benefits, these projects also
bring about social benefits such as employment and training
opportunities, as well as improving the quality of life for the
local community.

Common areas such as the atrium and lift lobbies
leverage on a natural day lighting system that reduces
energy usage. Tampines Concourse is also the
first development in Asia Pacific to incorporate an
innovative, indoor non-compressor fresh air cooling
system for smart temperature and humidity control.
This system uses water as a cooling agent instead of
ozone-depleting chemical refrigerants to cool incoming
outdoor air through a natural heat exchange process.
These plus other green features are expected to yield
energy savings of over 620,000 kWh per year, for the
108,000 lettable square feet complex, resulting in a
reduction of the building’s carbon footprint.
CDL will reduce carbon emissions to “net zero” for
Tampines Concourse by offsetting some 6,750 tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent (tCO2-e) for 2009. The
amount of CO2-e to be offset through this exercise
represents the total estimated CO2-e generated during
the construction phase (5,243 tCO2-e) and for the first
year of operations (1,507 tCO2-e). Moving forward,
the building’s carbon emissions will be measured and
offset on an annual basis, which is estimated to be
approximately 1,500 tCO2-e per year.

As the first CarbonNeutral® development in Singapore and
Asia Pacific, Tampines Concourse represents the ideal office
address for like-minded businesses looking to enhance their
position as an environmentally conscious company and reduce
their carbon footprint.
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Upswing in Property Sales,
Good Prospects Ahead

THE HELM
OF CITY LIVING
AT

CDL’s latest luxury residential masterpiece,
Volari, was unveiled at a private preview to great
success. More than 85% of the development
has been sold to-date. Soft launch price was
at an average of over S$2,000 per square foot.
Foreigners comprises 50% of the buyers.
Designed by the internationally-acclaimed
architect Carlos Ott, the same man behind CDL’s
iconic developments such as One Shenton,
The Solitaire and Cliveden at Grange, Volari is
a freehold residence of magnificent splendour,
located in the exclusive District 10 Balmoral Road
address. Inspired by the awesome spirit of hanggliding, Volari’s curvilinear architecture fans out
like a pair of soaring wings, embracing the beauty
and richness all around.

Artist’s Impression

Improving property market sentiments, as seen from the sales performance of The Arte at Thomson of over 98% sold
since its official launch in April 2009.

RESPECTABLE FINANCIAL
PERFORMANCE FOR Q1 2009
In spite of the global economic downturn, the CDL Group
managed to deliver a respectable performance, registering
revenue of S$622.5 million and attributable profit after tax and
minority interest of S$83.1 million for Q1 2009.
In terms of pre-tax profit, property development segment
remained the biggest contributor to the Group’s core earnings
for the quarter. The Group booked in profits from City Square
Residences, Cliveden at Grange, One Shenton, Shelford
Suites, Tribeca, The Solitaire, Wilkie Studio and Botannia.
With the growing positive response and feedback from the
success of new launches, such as The Arte at Thomson
Information as at 27 July 2009.
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which has seen 98% take-up in sales, it is evident that
there are many buyers who are ready to invest in the
property market. The Group will be bringing forward the
launch of new projects, such as Hong Leong Garden
Condominium in Q4 this year.
Rental properties segment saw an increase of 22.4%
and 46.6% in revenue and pre-tax profit respectively
for Q1 2009 compared to the previous corresponding
period, as a result of general improvement in occupancy
and rental rates.
The Group believes that market sentiment globally is
generally improving and many are looking at property
as a reliable instrument for investment. It is confident of
remaining profitable for 2009.

Residents of all 4-bedroom units will enjoy a spa indulgence in their
very own jet-pool on the balcony whilst penthouses are bedecked
with a sparkling sky pool that offers scenic city views on the open
roof terrace.
Relaxation is an elaborate affair at Volari, with a signature fanshaped aquatic haven that boasts a lap pool with massage shower,
floating islands and massage pavilions. Stress is eased away at
the spa pool that comes complete with spa beds and seats fitted
with hydrotherapy massage jets, and there is a uniquely-designed
sunken lounge surrounded by water bodies and greenery for those
looking to chill out.
For the pleasure of ownership, please call 6736 3323 or 6736 3228.

What adds to Volari’s rare value is the lush
and enchanting greenery of the neighbouring
Goodwood Hill estate – the home of verdant
meadows, mature trees and conserved blackand-white bungalows. All the apartments
can enjoy unblocked, picturesque view of the
idyllic scenery and rustic elegance. Although
tucked away from the city’s hustle, Volari is
still very much close to it all, with the pulsating
Orchard Road and premier shopping, dining and
entertainment amenities only a brief drive away. A
fine selection of schools including Anglo-Chinese
School, Raffles Girls’ School and Singapore
Chinese Girls’ School is within the 1km radius.
Volari offers an unmatched private sanctuary
and living comfort with just one 12-storey
tower of 85 well-appointed units of north-south
orientation. Each unit is accessed by its very own
private lift lobby for absolute privacy and there
is an excellent collection of two-, three-, four
and penthouse units offering versatile layouts,
stylishness, detailed finishings and luxuries of
the finest designer fittings and fixtures. Prices
for the apartments start from S$2.7 million for a
2-bedroom unit.

Artist’s Impression

Embraced by verdant foliage and trees at the exclusive Balmoral
district, Volari offers an unmatched private sanctuary at the helm of
the city for the discerning.

Information as at 27 July 2009.
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The S$400 million secured convertible
notes will be subscribed by four investors,
S$195 million by a wholly-owned subsidiary
of CDL and the remaining S$205 million
to be subscribed by three other notes
investors being entities associated with
the Nan Fung group of companies, one of
the region’s leading property developers
and largest privately held conglomerates
in Hong Kong, with an extensive portfolio

“Singapore continues to be strategically
important as an investment destination.
The successful refinancing is clear
recognition that this exciting project has
considerable potential.”
His Excellency Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem,
Chairman, Dubai World

“The ability to secure financing for South Beach is testament to the
iconic design of this mixed development, and the confidence of our
bankers in the development’s potential. We are pleased to welcome
our new investors and look forward to leveraging on their extensive
experience in property investment and development in North Asia.”
Mr Kwek Leng Beng,
Executive Chairman, CDL

Artist’s Impression

CDL will take a leading role in the development of the iconic South Beach project, which when completed, will elevate
Singapore’s position as a global city to live, work and play.

SOUTH BEACH ATTRACTS
NEW FUNDS INJECTION
The South Beach Consortium, the joint venture consortium comprising
Scottsdale Properties Pte. Ltd., a subsidiary of City Developments
Limited (CDL), Istithmar Beach Road Fze, a subsidiary of Dubai World,
and Elad Group Singapore Pte. Ltd., a subsidiary of El-Ad Group,
Ltd established to develop South Beach, Singapore’s landmark
commercial and lifestyle development, has secured fresh funds via
a combination of a S$800 million bank loan and S$400 million in
secured convertible notes.
The Consortium has successfully negotiated to secure these funds
amidst the ongoing challenging credit environment in the global
financial markets, which will be used to refinance the S$1.2 billion
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bridging loan facility that matured in June
2009.
The two-year S$800 million secured term
loan financing is provided by a syndicate
comprising major local and international
financial institutions: DBS Bank Ltd., United
Overseas Bank Limited, Overseas-Chinese
Banking Corporation Limited, The Hongkong
and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited
and Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation
(Singapore Branch).

of residential, retail and commercial properties in
Hong Kong, China, Japan, Korea, UK and Europe.
The collective international group is uniquely
positioned to leverage their respective real estate
experience, knowledge and expertise to make
South Beach a world class mixed-use project.
Continuing to see value in their investment,
El-Ad Group, a leading international developer
and owner of high end residential properties

“We have been looking for good investment
opportunities to grow in the current challenging
economic environment. The South Beach
project presents a unique opportunity to work
with renowned international investors who are
leaders in their respective areas and provides
a prominent platform for us to enter the
Singapore market. We look forward to sharing
our perspectives in the project.”
Ms Vivien Wai Wai Chen,
Chairman and Managing Director,
Nan Fung Group

“We are very pleased with the
addition of a new Asian partner and
its contribution to what will certainly
be a world class development
in Singapore. The South Beach
consortium is a partnership of
international excellence that brings
together complementary strengths
to maximise the project’s potential.”
Mr Miki Naftali,
President and CEO, El-Ad Group

headquartered in New York, and Dubai World, with
an extensive global portfolio of diverse real estate
investments, have reiterated their commitment to
the project.
Designed by internationally renowned architectural
firm London-based Foster + Partners, South
Beach will be a dynamic integrated development
comprising two tower blocks and four conserved
buildings. It will house premium office space, luxury
hotels, city residences and retail space. CDL will
take a leading role in the development of South
Beach, which is on track to be completed by 2016.
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M&C A KEY SPONSOR OF
SINGAPORE DAY IN LONDON

MILLENNIUM

HONGQIAO SHANGHAI
RECEIVES 5-STAR CERTIFICATION

Following its debut in October 2006, the Millennium
Hongqiao also bagged the “2007 Best New Opening Hotel
in China” at the 4th Golden Pillow Award of China Hotels.
Located in the heart of the city’s business district, the 368room hotel offers the best of mix of work and play with its
proximity to major shopping and entertainment areas.
Notwithstanding its city centre location, the hotel offers
a tranquil respite for guests with an expansive garden

complete with serene fish ponds and intricate pagodas.
To add to its lush garden landscape, the hotel is putting
the finishing touches to its new 840-square metre Grand
Pavilion, which will provide the perfect setting for parties,
wedding ceremonies, banquets and other events.
Millennium Hongqiao is part of the Group’s growing stable
of hotels in China. The Millennium Wuxi Hotel welcomed
its first guests in late June, while the Millennium Chengdu
opens later this year. These additions will bring the number
of China hotels in M&C’s growing stable to six. The
Group’s other hotels in China are the Grand Millennium
Beijing, Millennium Harbourview Hotel Xiamen and
Copthorne Hotel Qingdao.
“Downturn or not, China is the place to be,” explained
M&C Country Head for China PRC, Mr Lawrence Yip. “We
want to offer a value-added guest experience and quality
service to our customers in as many cities as possible.”

Photo courtesy of Overseas Singaporean Unit

Millennium & Copthorne Hotels plc (M&C) is all about
quality service. Exemplifying the Group’s commitment
to excellence, the Millennium Hongqiao Hotel Shanghai
recently received its 5-star hotel certification from the
Chinese National Tourism Administration. The prestigious
rating is the highest honour in the country’s burgeoning
hotel industry, reflecting the high standard of the hotel’s
facilities, equipment and service quality.

via displays and interactive installations. A special treat
came in the form of performances by MediaCorp artistes
at a show hosted by popular celebrities and actors
Adrian Pang and Michelle Chong.
Singapore Day is a signature programme in the Overseas
Singaporean Unit’s portfolio. It is held annually in
different cities with a significant community of Overseas
Singaporeans. Singapore Day is a collaborative effort
between the public and private sectors; an event by
Singaporeans, for Singaporeans.

For being a key sponsor of the Singapore Day in London,
M&C Chief Executive Officer, Richard Hartman received a
certificate of appreciation from Mr Wong Kan Seng, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for Home Affairs.

Millennium & Copthorne Hotels plc (M&C) was proud to have
been a key sponsor for the popular Singapore Day event held
in London in April. An estimated 12,000 people came from all
over the United Kingdom as well as various parts of Europe
to revel in all things Singaporean at London’s Hampton Court
Palace on 25 April.
The grounds of Hampton Court were transformed into
Singapore’s popular food and entertainment districts such
as Dempsey Hill and Lau Pa Sat. The piece de resistance
was the life-sized mockup Electronic Road Pricing gantry
which greeted visitors at the main entrance to the grounds,
a tongue-in-cheek addition by the event’s creative director,
filmmaker Eric Khoo.

Located in the heart of the city’s bustling commercial district, Millennium Hongqiao Hotel Shanghai caters to the needs
of business travellers and serves as a corporate retreat destination.
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From Cambridge to Croatia, Singaporeans started arriving
as early as 8 am in cars, buses and trains. They were not
disappointed, as hawkers handpicked by Makansutra’s
K.F. Seetoh dished out favourites such as laksa, char kway
teow, chicken rice and prata. Visitors also got updates on
national initiatives such as on education and national service

Celebrating all things Singaporean in London – Millennium
Gloucester was one of the hotels that sponsored the
accommodation of the Singapore contingent of artistes.
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M&C RECOGNISED FOR
EXCELLENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL
EFFORTS AT THE MENA AWARDS
Millennium & Copthorne Hotels (M&C) was a
big winner at the recent 2009 Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) Awards held in Dubai, a
“Hospitality Best of the Best”, as judged by
end-users and travel trade professionals. Four
of the eight hotels operated by M&C in the
region have won a total of five awards in this
prestigious event.

AHEAD
WITH REFRESHING TRENDS
STAYING

AMIDST CHALLENGING MARKET CONDITIONS, ALL FIVE SINGAPORE HOTELS MANAGED
BY M&C KEEP ABUZZ WITH THEMED CULINARY AFFAIRS AND STAYCATION TREATS.

THEMED BRUNCHES AND AWARDWINNING CUISINE

goose meat will rejoice as the delicacy returns to the menu this
July and August.

Never resting on their laurels, Orchard Hotel, Grand
Copthorne Waterfront, M Hotel, Copthorne King’s and
Copthorne Orchid keep things fresh, despite enjoying
loyal patronage for their popular offerings.

Orchard Hotel’s Hua Ting was named one of Singapore’s top five
Chinese restaurants at The Business Times/Citibank Gourmet
Choice Awards 2009. The rigorous nomination and voting
process took a year and involved a panel of 100 well-travelled
CEOs and senior executives. Hua Ting was the only hotel-based
Chinese restaurant selected.

M Hotel successfully introduced its themed Sunday
brunch with “Recess Time” in June and “Pyjamas
Party” in July. At the “Recess Time” event, patrons,
young and old sportingly donned their school
uniforms and badges for generous discounts off
brunch prices.
Millennium Hotel Abu Dhabi’s commitment to a green culture is
evidenced by its clean-up campaigns such as this one at Ras el
Akhdar beach.

The Grand Millennium Dubai was accorded the highest award of
Platinum for “Best 5-star New Hotel in the Middle East”. It also
won Gold for its Asian restaurant, Toshi, as “Best Fine Dining
Restaurant”. The Copthorne Dubai also received Silver for “Best
4-star New Hotel in the Middle East”. The Millennium Hotel Doha
received Silver for “Best 5-star Business/Corporate Hotel” while
Millennium Hotel in Abu Dhabi was awarded the Silver award in
recognition of its commitment and sustained activities to protect
the environment.

Creative ideas have also been pouring forth from the
kitchens of Pontini at Grand Copthorne Waterfront
and Tien Court at Copthorne King’s. Patrons of Italian
favourite, Pontini, have been savouring Head Chef
Frank Kilian’s new creations since June. Pontini’s
involvement in the World Gourmet Summmit 2009
also saw Chef Kilian’s team work with an international
3-man Le Cordon Bleu team. At Tien Court, lovers of

The Grand Millennium Dubai offers spectacular
views of the Arabian Gulf.
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A highlight of
Tien Court’s
Goose
gastronomy
promotion is the
mouth-watering
“Beijing-style”
roast goose with
foie gras.

STAYCATION TREATS
There has been a rise in ‘staycation’ bookings, as Singaporeans
treat themselves to weekend hotel stays. M Hotel’s “Manic
Mondays No More” package thoughtfully added a one-way taxi
transfer within the financial district on Monday morning. Guests
also enjoyed early check-in, spa vouchers, in-room movie,
snacks and breakfast.

Mr Rey Alcocer, Vice President for Operation in Middle East and
North Africa, said, “We are very happy that four of the eight hotels
we operate in the region have won a total of five awards in this
prestigious event. It truly reflects our dedication to meet and exceed
the expectations of our guests and clients.”
Mr Tarek Elsherif, Regional Director of Sales & Marketing
commented, “We are proud to receive these awards in our first year
of participating in the prestigious MENA awards. It will certainly not
be the last time and we look forward to more awards in the years
to come, with all our new hotels coming on stream within the next
three years.”

From 1 to 9 August, the hotels will celebrate the nation’s 44th
birthday by offering a 44% discount to patrons dressed in red, at
participating outlets Brio’s, Orchard Cafe, Cafe 2000 and Palm’s
Asian Brasserie.

Connoisseurs of good food are assured of an
unforgettable gastronomical affair at Orchard
Hotel’s award-winning Hua Ting restaurant.

Until end August, guests at Copthorne King’s take home
specially-commissioned limited edition 12-inch Sasha’s Bears
outfitted in miniatures of the hotel’s bathrobe and slippers.
Complimentary broadband usage, parking, as well as bed and
breakfast for one child sweetens the deal.
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Raising the bar with
GRI-checked Level B+
Sustainability Report
CDL MAKES WAVES YET AGAIN AS THE FIRST SINGAPORE DEVELOPER TO PUBLISH
A GRI-CHECKED LEVEL B+ SUSTAINABILITY REPORT, for greater transparency
and disclosure.

“Recognisably, CDL is still a novice in
the practice of CSR. However, we are
firmly committed to sustaining our efforts,
elevating our standards and practices
and exploring innovative ways to reach
new levels of excellence in CSR.”

Greater Transparency and
Disclosure
“Metamorphosis” focuses on CDL’s principal business as a
property developer, taking into consideration the well-being
of the community and environment in which it operates.
The information disclosed is voluntary as CDL respects and
upholds the principle of corporate transparency and open
communication.
This report also marks many other firsts for CDL especially in
key environmental and social areas where it shares strategic
company targets and performance over the past year and
more.

Environment
CDL’s efforts in energy conservation have led to a more
efficient use of energy in its business, resulting in a 5%
reduction in total energy use and carbon emissions at the
corporate office and investment buildings in 2008. There
has also been a significant improvement at its construction
sites with a commendable 20% reduction achieved in energy
usage per square metre of gross floor area.

Social
Recognising that employees make up the fabric that
strengthens the company, CDL has put in place key
indicators and checks to develop a talented, motivated,
happy and healthy workforce. It has developed
programmes and policies for a conducive work
environment that supports a corporate culture of work-life
harmony and improves the health of its employees. These
targets were achieved with employee satisfaction rating of
over 90%; an annual turnover rate of lower than 20% and
four days of medical leave taken by each employee a year.
CDL also remained steadfast in its support for the
community particularly in the four core areas of the
environment, the arts, youth development and the less
fortunate. It developed stronger and more synergistic
collaborations with its partners and beneficiaries.
Employee volunteer hours and participation were also
stepped up.
The CDL Sustainability Report 2009 is publicly available
and can be downloaded from the CDL website at
www.cdl.com.sg/sustainabilityreport09.

Mr Kwek Leng Joo,
Managing Director, CDL

“Metamorphosis” is CDL’s second dedicated report on
sustainability. It describes the company’s activities which
take into consideration the well-being of the community and
environment in which it operates.

CDL made a historical CSR first in Singapore last year
when it became the first company here to publish a
sustainability report successfully-checked at Level C by
the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI). GRI is the world’s
most widely-used sustainability reporting framework for
organisations to measure and report their economic,
environmental and social performance.
This year, CDL has once again raised the benchmark. The
CDL Sustainability Report 2009 is the first by a developer
in Singapore to have been successfully-checked by GRI at

a higher standard of Level B+. Furthermore, the Report
has also been audited by an independent third party to
provide assurance that the information is accurate and to
ensure the reliability of the Report. Over 160 statements
and figures were verified during the audit process with
additional interviews conducted with key stakeholders for
validation of information in the crucial area of stakeholder
engagement and other related issues.
As CDL evolves and responds to changing economic,
environmental and social challenges, this sustainability
report has been aptly titled “Metamorphosis” as a
reflection of the company’s continual transformation
into a leading practitioner and advocate of Corporate
Social Responsibility in Singapore. CDL firmly believes
that by remaining focused on the triple bottom line and
being nimble to take advantage of the changing business
landscape, CDL can seize new opportunities to create
sustainable business excellence for the benefit of its
stakeholders.
* Energy conversion ratio: 1 kWh electricity = 0.52307 kgCO2 (2005-2007 data) and 1 kWh electricity = 0.5233 kgCO2 (2008 data).
Source: National Environment Agency.
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CDL Singapore Sculpture Award 2009
First Prize - Open Category
“An Enclosure for a Swing” explores the ironical notion of freedom
within an enclosure and invites one to enter and share an intimacy
with Nature. This iconic work was conceptualised by architect/artist
Kelvin Lim, who incidentally took home the first runner-up prize
(Open Category) in 2007.

Winners of the 4th CDL Singapore Sculpture Award with Guest-of-Honour, RADM (NS) Lui Tuck Yew, Acting Minister for
Information, Communications and the Arts, and representatives from the Award’s Organising Committee. Back Row
(L-R): Mr Ng Lang, CEO of National Parks Board, Mr Kwek Leng Joo, Managing Director of CDL, Minister Lui Tuck Yew,
Mr Kwok Kian Chow, Director of Singapore Art Museum, Mr Edmund Cheng, Chairman of National Arts Council and Mr
Choo Thiam Siew, President of Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts.

A SHOWCASE of

TALENT AND CREATIVITY –
THE 4TH CDL SINGAPORE
SCULPTURE AWARD EXHIBITION

What iconic work of art would you design for an elevated
site amidst a lushly landscaped park alongside a
meandering riverine? This was the creative challenge posed
to budding young sculptors and veteran artists for the
recently-concluded 4th CDL Singapore Sculpture Award –
and the results were a visual feast.
Held for the fourth time this year, the CDL Singapore
Sculpture Award attracted a record number of entries.
Apart from cash prizes totalling S$25,000, participants
were vying for the opportunity to have his or her work
commissioned and installed for public display at the
designated sculpture site at the redeveloped Bishan Park.
Participants were invited to create a sculptural icon based
on the theme “Reconnection”, focusing on the renewal of
our relationship with nature, for the designated site. If found
suitable, a selected winning entry will be commissioned and
installed at the designated site.
A total of 408 entry submissions were received across both
open and student categories, representing an increase
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“Beyond organic growth over the years,
the CDL Singapore Sculpture Award
has served as a springboard for creative
exploration of the sculptural art form. The
submissions for this year’s competition
demonstrated a greater sophistication
in the creative thought process, with a
majority of the participants conceptualising
environmental pieces which respond to the
surrounding landscape of the designated
site and encompassing the viewer.”
Mr Kwek Leng Joo,
Managing Director, CDL

CDL youth Singapore Sculpture Award 2009
First Prize - Open Category
“Air” by Kenneth Koh, a Masters of Architecture student at the
School of Design and Environment, National University of Singapore,
impressed with its integration of technology, art and nature. The fluid
canopy of his sculpture will leverage on photovoltaic technology to
generate solar energy which, in turn, is used to power the LED lights
on the underside of the canopy at night.

of close to 60% since the inaugural competition in 2003.
The Student Category received strong support from 43
secondary schools and tertiary institutions – another record
in the Award’s history.
The biennial competition attracted many local sculptors and
artists, architects, arts lecturers and students between 12
and 80 years old. Apart from Singaporeans, participants
include Singapore Permanent Residents or those currently
working or studying in Singapore.
Over 30 of the most creative solutions, comprising the
eight award-winning works and highly-commended entries,
conceptualised by participants of the nation-wide sculpture
competition, will be on display at the 4th CDL Singapore
Sculpture Award Exhibition.
Jointly presented by Singapore Art Museum and CDL, the
Exhibition will be held from 22 to 31 July. Its opening was
officiated by RADM (NS) Lui Tuck Yew, Acting Minister
for Information, Communications and the Arts who also
presented the prizes to the winners.
The Exhibition is curated by Mr Yeo Chee Kiong, sculptor
and recipient of the National Art Council’s Young Artist
Award 2006, as well as the winner of the 2nd CDL Singapore
Sculpture Award. His winning creation “The Wind, Her Rain,
And A Cloud Meets With A Tree In The Monsoon Season”
has been commissioned and will be installed at City Green,
the Urban Park integrated with the upcoming City Square
Mall at the end of the year.

“The CDL Singapore Sculpture Award is
a good example of an arts initiative led
by the private sector. Established as the
first nation-wide sculpture competition in
2002, the Award continues to be the only
initiative of its kind. Over the years, the
biennial competition has grown and today,
it is firmly established as a key event in
the arts calendar, garnering strong support
from the arts community.”
RADM (NS) Lui Tuck Yew,
Acting Minister for Information,
Communications and the Arts

The CDL Singapore Sculpture Award is organised by CDL in
partnership with the National Parks Board, National Heritage
Board, National Arts Council, LASALLE College of the Arts and
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts. Singapore Art Museum is the
Venue Sponsor for the Award Exhibition.
www.cdl.com.sg/sculptureawardexhibition

city news

15

FLAG HIGH
IN EMPLOYEE VOLUNTARISM

FLYING THE

Sister Jane Bertelson,
FMDM (UK) (right)
presenting the Assisi
Hospice Limited Edition
teddy bear to the first
donors for the Teddy
Bear Giro Donation
Drive.
Second from right:
Mr Chia Ngiang Hong,
CDL Group General
Manager, Ms Ho Ching,
Patron of Assisi Hospice
and Mr Roy Chiang,
CEO/President of
CBM Pte Ltd, and Mr
Eugene Goh, Specialist
Engineer, Water
Operations, Sembcorp
Industries Ltd - SUT
Division.

CBM Pte Ltd, to contribute their invaluable expertise
in the areas of cleaning, carpark, security and logistics
services.
CDL also rallied its member hotels from the M&C Group
to sponsor food specialties that included freshly baked
muffins from Orchard Hotel, signature Chicken Pies
and Curry Puffs from M Hotel, baked Chicken Pau and
Thai Fish Cake from Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel,
scrumptious Mee Goreng from Copthorne Orchid and
the exquisite Soya Bean Curd dessert from Copthorne
King’s Hotel.

The Charity Fun Day, which attracted the participation
of over 190 food, games and craft stalls, raised over
S$650,000 for Assisi Hospice’s palliative and hospice care
programmes for its three core services of in-patient care,
home care and day care centres.
CDL’s involvement in the Charity Fun Day is the first in a
series of community initiatives rolled out in conjunction with
City Sunshine Club’s 10th Anniversary celebrations this
year. Other initiatives include an “Eat-In for Charity” project
as well as a “Sunshine Makeover” refurbishment of two
nursing homes.

Reliving the day’s excitement – Great spirit, enthusiasm and teamwork by CDL staff and management at Assisi Hospice
Charity Fun Day.

The spirit of voluntarism was soaring at an all-time
high during the Assisi Hospice Charity Fun Day on
2 May with CDL management and staff lending a
helping hand at this mega fundraising event which
drew 10,000 visitors and well-wishers from all over
Singapore.
Teams of employees were mobilised throughout the
carnival site to manage food and sales stalls including
the 30-metre CDL pavilion, and to assist with traffic
control, deliveries as well as security and health
checks. With staff participation rate at over 60% and
nearly 900 volunteer hours chalked up during the
Charity Fun Day, the generous support is certainly
no mean feat for this company of big-hearted
employees.

16

HEART FOR OUR CITY

The strong culture of giving at CDL has been nurtured for over
a decade, especially since the company established a staff
volunteer platform, City Sunshine Club, to facilitate and engage
employees in community work in the late 1990s. CDL’s strategy
has always extended beyond philanthropic donations and in-kind
sponsorships to include sustainable contributions in the form of
active employee voluntarism to complement and lend a personal
touch to its corporate contribution. Wherever possible, CDL
would also tap on its wide network of resources and contacts to
collectively serve the community it operates in.

CDL sponsored a
30-metre food pavilion
which presented
delectable fare from M&C
hotels and other popular
specialties.

The Charity Fun Day is one such example of meaningful and
sustainable support for Assisi Hospice, CDL’s long-time
community partner since 1999. As a co-organiser of the Charity
Fun Day, CDL defrayed part of the operational costs of the Charity
Fun Day as well as roped in its building management subsidiary,
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