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CDL Develops
First-Ever Luxury
Care Home
Development in
Central London
CDL has obtained planning consent for a first-ever luxury
care home development in central London. Strategically
located at the highly coveted Knightsbridge carpark site
at 28 Pavilion Road, just two minutes’ walk from Harrods
Department Store, the six-and seven-storey scheme will
comprise 34 two-bedroom apartments for sale, ranging
in size from 1,250 to 2,110 square feet (sq ft).
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“Our investment approach remains value-driven and growth focused, yet disciplined. As part of our
diversification strategy, we continue to look out for suitable opportunities to acquire more overseas
properties. Our prudent capital management of the past will provide the basis for quickly capturing
opportunities whenever they arise. We will also continue to grow our funds management business.
This will enable us to both fortify our recurring income stream and generate alpha from development
projects.”
Mr Grant Kelley
CDL CEO

With a potential value of up to £200 million
(approximately S$356 million), the
planned assisted living facilities within
the development include a luxury spa,
swimming pool, library, private doctor’s
surgery, 24-hour concierge service,
dedicated nurse care rooms and car
parking spaces.
With a significant stable, ageing,
demographic that is asset rich, CDL is
working closely with the Royal Borough
of Kensington and Chelsea Council to
draw up a scheme that is appealing to
the Royal Borough’s group of discerning
residents in retirement. The six- and
seven-storey scheme, with gross floor area
of about 135,000 sq ft, has been designed
by architects PDP London in collaboration
with Hamilton Architects involving the
demolition and redevelopment of a car
park. The island site provides a central
courtyard which is accessible to all
residents with a new shared public realm
contributing to a sense of community and
promoting social interaction.
This project caters to an affluent
demographic group in retirement, whose
needs are insufficiently provided for by
the current housing stock amidst UK’s
ageing population. Besides the appeal
of the community-style living concept,
the development is also minutes’ walk
from Knightsbridge Underground, Hyde
Park and museums of South Kensington,
further boosting interest from the market.
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Artist’s Impression

This was announced on the back of CDL’s
release on having achieved a resilient
set of results for Q2 2016 and 1H 2016,
amidst significant macroeconomic
challenges in both the domestic and
international markets. Revenue increased

32.4% to S$1.1 billion for Q2 2016
(Q2 2015: S$824.9 million) and 10.7%
to S$1.8 billion for 1H 2016 (1H 2015:
S$1.6 billion). This was underpinned
by the revenue and profit recognition
from Lush Acres, a fully-sold Executive
Condominium (EC), following its
Temporary Occupation Permit issuance in
Q2 2016.
The property development business
segment remained strong, accounting
for 51.6% and 53.1% of Q2 and 1H 2016
pre-tax profits respectively, and propelled
CDL to achieving attributable profit after
tax and non-controlling interests (PATMI)

of S$133.8 million for Q2 2016, which is
on par with S$133.5 million for Q2 2015.
In 1H 2016, CDL’s local property
development segment continued
with their steady performance: The
Brownstone EC is now over 75% sold,
while the soft launch of Gramercy Park, a
174-unit luxury condominium on Grange
Road, received positive response with
36 units sold to date. The Group also
continued to make strong progress on
its international growth strategy and
its overseas development projects are
expected to start recognising profits from
2H 2016.

Millennium Hotel
London Knightsbridge
Harrods

28 Pavilion Road

Knightsbridge

The luxury care home development is just two minutes’ walk from Harrods Department Store in
Knightsbridge. It is also a short stroll away from Millennium Hotel London Knightsbridge, which is
part of CDL’s London-listed subsidiary, Millennium & Copthorne Hotels plc.
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CDL China Invests
RMB 100 Million
in China’s Online
Rental Apartment
Platform

Currently, there are about 150,000 apartment listings on
mamahome, spanning over 20 cities in China. More than 75%
of the apartments are located in key gateway cities – Shanghai,
Beijing and Guangzhou.
After CDL’s investment, mamahome will be held jointly by
Shanghai Chongfu (founder, 56%), E-House Capital (24%) and
CDL China (20%). Mr Mark Yip, CDL Chief Marketing Officer
and CDL China CEO, said, “Our partnership with mamahome

The online apartment rental platform caters to the rapidly
growing demand for mid- to long-term leasing from leisure
travellers to business executives on assignments and postings.

“Operating under an asset light model with a focus on internet
expansion, mamahome represents an efficient manner to grow
market share and can also serve as a good platform to enhance
leasing efforts for the Group’s residential leasing properties and
serviced apartments.”

Strong Demand for CDL China Projects

CDL’s wholly-owned subsidiary, CDL China Limited (CDL
China), has invested RMB 100 million (approximately S$20.4
million) for a 20% stake in mamahome, a fast-growing China
online apartment rental platform.
As a one-stop solution for both apartment owners and rental
customers, mamahome provides an online booking website,
online management software, and other value-added services
including housekeeping, renovation, 24-hour concierge and
call centre. In addition, mamahome provides management
for its own brands of serviced apartments: Suisse Place, Locca
and Login.

provides an immediate entry into a fast-growing sector driven
by business and leisure travel in China. It will contribute to future
long-term recurring income streams to CDL.

Homeowners of CDL
properties in China
will be able to list their
apartments on the
mamahome platform
(screenshot of the web
portal as pictured on
right) and benefit from
mamahome’s valueadded services which
include housekeeping.

Following its successful sales launches, Hong
Leong City Center (HLCC), an extraordinary
300,000 square metre (sqm) eco-friendly
mixed-use development in the heart of
Suzhou Industrial Park (SIP) district, has sold
460 of its 462 units (99.5%) of Tower 1 and
59% of Tower 3, as of end September 2016.
Comprising 430 units, Tower 2 was launched
on 2 September 2016 to overwhelming
response with all 156 launched units sold.
In Shanghai, CDL China’s pioneer project,
Hongqiao Royal Lake, has sold 28 units. The
85-unit luxurious city villa project is nestled
amidst the charming tranquillity of Qingpu
district’s affluent residential corridor. Sited
on an expansive 170,000 sqm land parcel,
each exclusive unit has a land area of 2 mu,
plot ratio of 0.3, within a low-density wellmaintained community. These standalone
villas are scarce and extremely valued by
China homebuyers.

HLCC apartment units feature quality interior finishes and are designed as intelligent homes,
with smartphones leveraging on 4G telecommunications network equipped with remote control
capability for its lighting control system.

Another project located in Chongqing, the
126-unit Eling Residences is slated for launch
in October 2016. Blessed with surrounding lush
cascading greenery and tropical landscape of the
hill, Eling Residences’ distinctive silhouette forms
a visual dialogue with the skyline. Featuring 126
exclusive units within four to seven-storey blocks,
each apartment features a sun balcony which
provides stunning views of the city. Designed
for modern living, each unit features lavish
amenities including private lift access, beautifully
integrated kitchens, ample closet space, and
complemented by world-renowned high quality
fittings.
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From left to right: CDL Chief Marketing Officer and CDL China CEO Mr Mark Yip; CDL Deputy CEO Mr Sherman Kwek, mamahome Chairman and
Founder Mr Yuan Ye; Shanghai District Technology Co., Ltd. CEO Mr Hu Jing; Shanghai Foreign Service Co., Ltd. President Mr Li Dong; Jupai Holdings
Limited Co-Chairman of the Board of Directors and CEO Mr Ni Jianda; and Suzhou Harmony Development Group Co., Ltd. President Mr Liu Dong Jun, at
the press conference held in Shanghai, announcing CDL China’s investment in mamahome.

An iconic ultra-luxurious abode in the heart of Chongqing, Eling Residences is designed for
modern living. Each unit features lavish amenities including private lift access, beautifully
integrated kitchens, and complemented by world-renowned high-quality fittings.

For more information on the featured
developments, visit www.cdlchina.com or call
the sales hotline +852 2922 8228.
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Shaping New Perspectives
As a pioneer and innovator in the real estate sector with over five decades of track record, CDL continues
to shape business discourse by sharing its thought leadership perspectives across various industry
platforms.

towards environmental sustainability
integration into its business, as well as its
efforts towards transparency of building
energy data and information for the built
environment sector.

Responsible Investing
The push to a low carbon economy has to
be supported across the entire business
landscape.
As businesses start to focus on
sustainability integration, the investment
community plays a crucial role in pushing
the green agenda through a larger
emphasis on responsible investing.

CDL CEO Mr Grant Kelley
(second from right) sharing
the importance of maintaining
good ESG performance
in the face of rising green
consumerism at the Green
Growth and Business Forum.

Green Business Advocacy
One of Singapore’s foremost green
developers, CDL has been championing
the corporate sustainability agenda – a
journey it embarked on more than two
decades ago.
Beyond a relentless pursuit to create value
through its business, CDL has been a firm
advocate for sustainable development
and has implemented initiatives to
encourage its value chain to embrace
green business practices.
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At the Green Growth Business Forum
2016, CDL CEO Mr Grant Kelley was
a panellist on the Business Leaders
Roundtable, joined by other sustainability
experts, including Mr Philippe Jourbert,
Senior Advisor and Special Envoy for
Energy and Climate for the World
Business Council for Sustainable
Development, Chair of the Prince of
Wales’ Corporate Leaders Group, and
Mr Mark Gainsborough, Executive Vice
President for New Energies at Shell.

Held on 13 July 2016, the Roundtable
session highlighted the significant global
shift brought about by COP21, which has
positioned businesses as having the great
potential to play a leading role in creating
and implementing solutions to fight
climate change and enable sustainable
development.
With increasing expectations on
businesses, Mr Kelley spoke about
the importance of maintaining good
Environmental, Social and Governance
(ESG) performance in the face of rising
green consumerism and increasing
consideration for responsible investments.
In planning the CDL Group’s global
expansion, Mr Kelley shared that CDL will
apply in other markets the initiatives and
best practices to the same standards as it
has in Singapore.
Organised jointly by the UK and
Singapore governments, the Green
Growth Business Forum is a pre-eminent
regional event for regional businesses,
researchers, entrepreneurs and

government agencies, to network and
forge new partnerships in green growth.
The forum provides a platform for
participants to identify new opportunities,
deliberate on sector specific challenges
and forge a collective understanding
on the actions required to further green
growth in the region.

Socially responsible investing is a rapidly
growing investment vehicle for business
around. The Principles for Responsible
Investment (PRI), a global proponent of
responsible investment, which provides
a voluntary and aspirational set of
investment principles for incorporating
ESG issues into investment practice, has
today nearly 1,500 signatories from over
50 countries, representing US$60 trillion
in assets under management.
Capital market leaders, corporations and
governments alike have recognised the
importance of sustainable investing. On
6 September 2016, Singapore hosted for
the first time, the United Nations (UN)

Sustainable Stock Exchange (SSE) Global
Dialogue – the biennial global platform
for convening dialogue on sustainable
capital markets.
The SSE Global Dialogue welcomed a
high-level roundtable of speakers from
stock exchanges, regulators, institutional
investors, companies, ministries and
international organisations, as well
as around 150 observers. It was held
alongside the annual PRI in Person
Conference for responsible investing.
As a panellist on the roundtable,
Mr Kelley engaged in an enlightening
discussion with eminent speakers
including Mr Elliott Harris, United Nations
Environment Programme Assistant
Secretary General, and Mr Loh Boon
Chye, Singapore Exchange (SGX) CEO
amongst others, on how stakeholders
in capital markets can contribute to
the implementation of new sustainable
development goals and foster new types
of green finance products. Mr Masagos
Zulkifli, Minister for the Environment and
Water Resources, in his keynote speech
at the SSE Global Dialogue, reiterated
the financial sector’s role in hastening the
adoption of sustainability practices in the
economy. He highlighted the timeliness of
SGX’s mandatory sustainability reporting
requirements, given the increasing
demand for such data globally.

Towards the end of 2015, the United
Nations released a set of 17 SDGs
and indicators that aim to transform
the world by 2030.
CDL has identified nine goals
as relevant, both in terms of its
potential impact on these goals
and contributions that can be made
towards these goals:
Ensure access to affordable,
reliable, sustainable, and
modern energy for all
Promote inclusive and
sustainable economic growth,
employment, and decent work
for all
Build resilient infrastructure,
promote sustainable
industrialisation, and foster
innovation
Make cities inclusive, safe,
resilient, and sustainable
Ensure sustainable
consumption and production
patterns
Take urgent action to combat
climate change and its impacts
Sustainably manage forests,
combat desertification, halt
and reverse land degradation,
halt biodiversity loss
Promote just, peaceful and
inclusive societies

Mr Kelley also weighed in on the
importance of sustainability integration for
business excellence at the International
Green Building Conference (IGBC) 2016,
a green building event in Asia attracting
over 1,000 participants from over 30
countries, from thought leaders, real
estate developers to urban planners,
architects, engineers, builders and other
industry professionals – committed to
understanding and putting action to
real-world, tangible and leading green
building solutions.
During the Breakfast Talk for CEOs panel
discussion on 9 September, Mr Kelley
shared his insights on CDL’s approach

Stepping up efforts towards
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)

Revitalise the global
partnership for sustainable
development
Details on how CDL has aligned
its material issues with these nine
goals, are published in its Integrated
Sustainability Report 2016.

At IGBC 2016, Mr Kelley was also a panellist during the Breakfast Talk for CEOs panel discussion in
September. (Photo Credit: Building and Construction Authority)

The report can be
viewed from
www.cdl.com.sg/
sustainabilityreport2016
or scan the QR code.
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Turning Green to Gold
“Under the visionary leadership of our late Deputy Chairman Mr Kwek Leng Joo, CDL first embarked
on its sustainability journey in 1995, some 20 years ago. Mr Kwek’s commitment to building a
responsible corporation and his passion for preserving the environment, laid a strong foundation for
CDL’s sustainabiilty roots. Today, this sense of responsibility is very much ingrained in our culture and
we continue to embody this ethos.”

Sterling Recognition for
Corporate Governance Excellence

Mr Sherman Kwek
CDL Deputy CEO
For its pioneering industry leadership in sustainability,
CDL was named sole winner of the inaugural
Special Recognition Award for Sustainability at the
prestigious Singapore Corporate Awards 2016 held
on 19 July 2016.
The Special Recognition Award was introduced this
year to recognise individuals and/or organisations
that have demonstrated outstanding and exemplary
corporate governance in the conduct of the affairs
of their boards and organisations. For this award
category, the Awards Steering Committee focused
on sustainability – an emerging area that was
considered to be of great importance for businesses.

CDL Deputy CEO Mr Sherman Kwek (centre) received CDL’s Special Recognition Award
for Sustainability from Guest-of-Honour Mr Gan Kim Yong, Minister for Health (right) and
Mr Willie Cheng, Chairman, Singapore Institute of Directors (left).

Launched in 2005, the Singapore Corporate Awards
is jointly organised by the Institute of Singapore
Chartered Accountants, the Singapore Institute of
Directors and The Business Times, and supported by
the Accounting and Corporate Regulatory Authority
and the Singapore Exchange.

Asia’s Top Property Developer
Testament to its leadership in paving the
way for sustainable development, CDL
emerged the Top Property Developer
in Asia and Top Singapore Corporation
in the Channel NewsAsia Sustainability
Ranking, for the third year running.
It has climbed to the second spot in
the list of top 100 most sustainable
companies in Asia, up from the sixth in
2015.
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Besides being the only Singapore
company and property developer in the
top 20 list for 2016, CDL is also the only

Singapore company to have made it
to the top 10 list for three consecutive
years since the Ranking’s inception in
2014. These results were announced
at the CSR Asia Summit held in Hong
Kong on 28 September 2016.
The Ranking identifies leading
companies in sustainability across 11
territories in Asia, namely, China, Hong
Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, South Korea,
Taiwan, and Thailand. Companies are
ranked based on a broad range of

On behalf of the late Deputy Chairman Mr Kwek Leng Joo, Mr Kwek Eik Sheng, CDL Chief Strategy Officer and Head of
Asset Management (second from right) received the inaugural Sustainability Award from Guest-of-Honour Ms Indranee Rajah,
Senior Minister of State for Law and Finance (second from left), Mr Kwa Chong Seng, Chairman, Singapore Exchange (left) and
Mr David Gerald, Founder, President and CEO, SIAS (right). (Source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
Reprinted with permission)

For its outstanding efforts in corporate disclosure and
transparency standards, CDL was conferred the prestigious Most
Transparent Company Award 2016 in the Real Estate category by
the Securities Investors Association (Singapore) (SIAS) at the 17th
SIAS Investors’ Choice Awards. This is CDL’s second consecutive
year winning the award.
CDL also clinched another two accolades for corporate
governance excellence: a Merit award in the Singapore
Corporate Governance Award – Diversity category; and a
Runner-up for the Internal Audit Excellence Award. This year,
SIAS paid special tribute to the late CDL Deputy Chairman, Mr
Kwek Leng Joo, a true visionary who laid the foundation for
CDL’s pioneering leadership in sustainability.

"Good corporate governance is not just about
business ethics and responsibility; it is also the
cornerstone of any corporation that wants to
remain relevant for the future."
Mr Grant Kelley
CDL CEO

Recognising companies that uphold exemplary corporate
governance and disclosure standards, the awards take into
consideration disclosure and transparency based on publicly
available information and the company’s performance.

environmental, social and governance
(ESG) indicators and methodology
developed by Sustainalytics, a leading
provider of ESG and corporate
governance ratings and research.

SIAS, together with Singapore Management University - Sim
Kee Boon Institute for Financial Economics (SMU-SKBI) and
Brendan Wood International, developed a Scorecard based on
international best practices (OECD) and Shareholder Confidence
Index and not just the Singapore Corporate Governance
Code. This scorecard not only incorporates the voice of the
shareholders, but is based on international standards.

CDL Chief Financial Officer Ms Yiong Yim Ming (right) received the Most
Transparent Company Award 2016 in the Real Estate category from
Chairman, SIAS Corporate Governance Week Programme Mr Uantchern
Loh (left), and SIAS Assistant Honorary Secretary Mr Robson Lee (centre).
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Changing
the Game
with
Innovative
Building
Technology
Mr Lawrence Wong, Minister for National
Development, visited The Brownstone
Executive Condominium (EC) site
on 25 August 2016 to have a better
understanding of how the advanced
Prefabricated Prefinished Volumetric
Construction (PPVC) method is applied.
At the end of a detailed presentation on
the PPVC application and usage, Minister
Lawrence Wong and other guests were
brought on a tour to view a completed
unit as well as prefinished kitchen and
bathroom modules, and observe the
hoisting as part of the PPVC module
installation.

Using gantry cranes which can handle heavy loads at great heights with more stability, the building
modules are first hoisted into position before being assembled together to form a whole apartment.

CDL worked closely with ADDP
Architects and Teambuild Engineering
& Construction to conceptualise and
design The Brownstone and its constituent
building modules to allow for a diversity of
apartment configurations. The Brownstone
EC will feature some 5,000 PPVC modules
casted from 66 different mould designs,
and is likely the world’s largest and
first-of-its-kind application of concrete

PPVC for a large-scale private residential
development. By using the PPVC method,
The Brownstone EC is expected to
increase productivity by 40%, compared to
conventional construction methods.

Mr Lawrence Wong, Minister for National Development (third from right) taking a photo of The Brownstone as CDL CEO Mr Grant Kelley (centre),
TID Managing Director Mr Jiro Ueda (far left), CDL Deputy CEO Mr Sherman Kwek (second from left), CDL Group General Manager Mr Chia Ngiang Hong
(third from left), CDL Executive Vice President (Projects) Mr Anthony Chia (fourth from right) and Building and Construction Authority CEO Dr John Keung
(far right) look on.

Key steps

The Brownstone EC, located at Canberra
Drive, next to the future Canberra MRT
station, is expected to be completed by
January 2018.

World’s Largest Private Residential
Concrete PPVC Application
Key facts
•

Site area: Approximately 28,562.5 square metres/
307,447 square feet

•

Development layout: Eight 10- to 12-storey blocks

•

Number of apartments: 638

•

Configuration: Two- to four-bedroom units and five-bedroom
penthouse units

•

Developer: Canvey Developments Pte Ltd
(A joint venture between CDL and TID Pte. Ltd.)

1

3D digital modelling

Using precise digital modelling, modules are
designed according to the various apartment layouts.
For The Brownstone, 66 mould designs were created,
testament to its diverse apartment configurations.

2

Mould fabrication

Moulds are then produced in a controlled factory
environment which enhances quality control.

3

Checks and set-ups

The moulds undergo cleaning, oiling and dimension
checks to ensure that they are properly set up. A rebar
cage is then lowered into each mould, along with
mechanical and engineering fittings. The rebar cage
helps to strengthen the concrete that is poured in
subsequently.

Key benefits
Artist’s Impression
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CDL has adopted the groundbreaking PPVC advanced technology for The
Brownstone EC. In PPVC, building modules complete with finishes, fixtures and
fittings are manufactured off-site in factories, then transported to the site for
installation in a ‘Lego-like’ manner.

•

Productivity increase of over 40% is expected

•

Stringent quality control as modules are fabricated in
controlled factory conditions

•

Enhanced worksite safety as fewer workers are required on-site

•

Improved worksite cleanliness as less construction debris is
generated

4

Module formation

After the concrete is poured into the moulds, the
building modules typically take about a day to form.

5

Finishings

After the building modules are formed, finishings
such as flooring, wall tiles, paint and window frames,
among others, are applied. The completed modules
are then securely wrapped and transported to the site.

6

Installation

On site, the modules are assembled like “Lego”
blocks, to form whole apartments seamlessly.
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Biltmore Hotel Tbilisi
Opens to Great
Fanfare in Georgia

The St. Regis Singapore Ranked in Top 25
Business and Conference Hotels in Asia
The St. Regis Singapore has once again made it to the
prestigious Top 25 Best Business Hotel List (ninth on the
ranking), and cited as a Top 25 Conference Hotel in Asia by
SmartTravelAsia.com 2016 Best in Travel Poll.

The Soviet era Institute of Marx, Engels and Lenin (IMELI) was
officially turned into a luxurious hotel in the heart of Georgia’s
capital city Tbilisi, complete with a lavish display of fireworks and
laser shows, and a star-studded concert set against the stunning
backdrop of the hotel. The launch party was hosted by the hotel’s
owners, the UAE-based Dhabi Group and sponsored by Tera Bank.
The opening celebrations of the US$140 million, 214-room
Biltmore Hotel Tbilisi saw over 5,000 people gather on Rustaveli
Avenue to witness the debut of Millennium & Copthorne Hotels
for the first time in Georgia.
The 32-floor hotel is the first hotel in Georgia to have a
presidential suite. It also has eight room categories for guests to
choose from.

The St. Regis Singapore is one of seven, and five other
Singapore hotels that received the accolades respectively.
In addition, the St. Regis brand is ranked sixth under Top 10
Hotel Brands in Asia.
The official unveiling of Biltmore Hotel Tbilisi was conducted by Georgian
Prime Minister Mr Giorgi Kvirikashvili (right), and Sheikh Nahyan Bin
Mubarak Al Nahyan, who is also the Minister of Culture and Knowledge
Development.

Mr Ali Hamad Lakhraim Alzaabi, President and CEO, Millennium
& Copthorne, Middle East & Africa said, “We are delighted to
bring our luxury brand The Biltmore to Georgia and look forward
to introducing its refined elegance and seamless service to our
guests, providing them with exceptional experiences so they leave
with long-lasting memories. The Biltmore Hotel Tbilisi captures
the soul of Georgia’s history and culture, where impeccable style
and majestic architecture are combined with renowned Georgian
charm.”

The SmartTravelAsia.com 2016 Best in Travel Poll is presently
in its 12th year, and is a distillation of the readers’ perceptions
and favourite travel brands. The votes were based on substantial
hands-on travel experience with 12 annual air trips, which took
place from May to July this year, with approximately 70% of
voters based in Asia, 15% in UK/Europe and 15% in USA and
North America.

Editor and Director of Smart Travel Asia Mr Vijay Verghese (left) with
General Manager of The St. Regis Singapore Mr Klaus Christandl.

Grand Palace Roma Named One
of Rome’s Top 10 Best Hotels

Biltmore Hotel Tbilisi is situated in the heart of the capital.
Surrounded by chic designer boutiques, art galleries and a wealth
of historical and cultural attractions as well as commercial and
governmental buildings, the hotel is perfectly positioned for
discerning travellers.

The grand lobby of the 214-room Biltmore Hotel Tbilisi echoes the
nostalgia of a bygone era, with an immaculately restored grand lobby
that resonates the glamour and prestige of the social elite, and transports
guests into an envelope of luxury, unseen or experienced by others before.

Grand Palace Roma has been named one
of Rome’s Best Hotels by Travel + Leisure
Magazine. It is ranked 10th on the list.
The results are based on the magazine’s
annual World’s Best Awards survey where
readers are asked to rate their travel
experiences. Hotels are rated on their
rooms, facilities, location, service, food
and drink, and overall value. Properties
are categorised as city or resort based on
their locations.

Dining experiences include a rooftop restaurant that offers
panoramic views of the city’s skyline, Mediterranean-inspired
alfresco dining, an all-day international restaurant and an elegant
bar. Meanwhile, a one-of-a-kind historic amphitheatre, The
Auditorium, has been lovingly resorted to become one of the city’s
most enigmatic dining and entertainment destinations.

About the IMELI Building
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The IMELI was originally built in
1934-38 in Stalinist Gothic style by
famed Soviet architect Alexey Shchusev
– the man who designed Lenin’s
Mausoleum in Moscow’s Red Square.
The building materials were looted
from the Armenian Pantheon in Tbilisi
after notorious Soviet NKVD (People’s

Commissariat for Internal Affairs) head
Lavrenty Beria had the church and
cemetery destroyed.

government under controversial
former President Zviad Gamsakhurdia
in 1991-92.

Following the collapse of the
Soviet Union, the building was
used for government purposes and
housed Georgia’s first independent

It later briefly served as the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, before being heavily
damaged in the civil wars that plagued
Georgia in the early 1990s.

The 87-room Grand Palace Roma is favoured by Travel + Leisure Magazine readers for its central
location and accessibility to fashion and historic places of interest including the Spanish Steps and the
Teatro dell’Opera di Roma.

In this year’s survey, proximity to Rome’s
best sights was of utmost importance to
the readers. The 87-room Grand Palace
Roma was a top favourite due to its
central location and accessibility. Situated
on Rome’s most fashionable street, Via
Veneto, the hotel is a four-minute walk
from the iconic Spanish Steps and other
historical places of interests including
the National Gallery of Ancient Art, Villa
Borghese, Trevi Foundation and Teatro
dell’Opera di Roma.
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New World
Millennium
Unveils New
Lounge
New World Millennium Hong Kong Hotel
recently unveiled its newly refurbished
The Lounge featuring a contemporary
yet cosy ‘living space’ environment within
Hong Kong’s bustling Tsim Sha Tsui
East district. It invites guests to enjoy
simple and light meals and beverages,
while serving as a new and invigorating
social hub within the hotel. The Lounge’s
welcoming ambience makes it ideal
for both casual mingling and business
gatherings.
The warm and fresh colour palette
with floor-to-ceiling windows allows for
natural daylight to create a ‘living room’
environment; the versatile bookcases at

The warm and fresh
colour palette at the
newly refurbished The
Lounge features floorto-ceiling windows
that allows natural
daylight to create
a cozy ambience,
while the versatile
bookcases at the
lounge entrance
double as a display
shelf and library.

the lounge entrance double as a display
shelf and library to promote the relaxed
tone, which helps to divide but not
close off the space. Its design and the
arrangement of versatile seating are well
suited for a diversity of occasions.
The Lounge features homemade
patisserie displayed in a vitrine, in
addition to a menu of Asian and Western
snacks. There is a comprehensive
assortment of beverages and alcoholic
drinks, including a bespoke tea selection

of over 20 varieties featuring organic
and herbal tea, as well as tea-infused
cocktails.
As an ISO14001 certified hotel, New
World Millennium Hong Kong Hotel is
always keen on implementing green
initiatives in hotel operations. Starting
from July 2016, guests who bring along
cleaned wine bottle(s) to The Lounge for
recycling will enjoy a complimentary cup
of organic tea or a tea-infused cocktail, on
a per-visit basis.

Rebranded
Grand Millennium
Auckland
Welcomes Guests

Celebrating 140 Years at
The Bailey’s Hotel London
The year 2016 is a landmark
year for The Bailey’s Hotel
London, formerly Millennium
Bailey’s London Kensington.
Following the completion of a
£7.5 million refurbishment to
all 212 guest rooms, the lobby
and the Olives Restaurant and
Bar earlier this year, September
also marks its 140th anniversary,
making it one of London’s
oldest hotels, steeped in history
and brimming with British
anecdotes.
Opened in 1876 by James
Bailey, a butler turned hotelier,
The Bailey’s was the first
purpose-built hotel in the area
and, apart from a brief period
as a hospital after the Second
World War, has remained in
operation ever since.

Part of The Bailey’s refurbishment include working with UK-based suppliers to reinforce English architecture such
as Kensington, Kew Gardens (pictured above), Henley Regatta, and City Gent.

The Victorian-era boutique
townhouse hotel not
only survived one World
War but two, coupled
with numerous threats of
demolition. Today, the red
brick hotel stands proud
on an elegant corner of
South Kensington.

New Zealand’s Rendezvous Hotel Auckland has been rebranded
as the Grand Millennium Auckland.
Grand Millennium Auckland, the largest in New Zealand with
a total of 452 guestrooms, is the latest to join the Millennium,
Copthorne, and KIingsgate portfolio of hotels.
It is also the first Grand Millennium Hotel in New Zealand. A
true international quality hotel, Grand Millennium Auckland joins
other Grand Millennium Hotels located in Beijing, Shanghai, Al
Wahda, Amman, Dubai, Muscat, Sulaimani, Kuala Lumpur and
the international network of Millennium & Copthorne (M&C)
hotels in Asia, Europe, Middle East and the USA.
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The hotel boasts 1,619 square metres (sqm) of conference space
comprising an 830 sqm ballroom and various meeting venues. It

The 452-room Grand Millennium Auckland is the largest in M&C’s portfolio
of New Zealand hotels.

also has two restaurants, a lounge bar, swimming pool, gym and
covered carparks.
The hotel is close to the Aotea Centre, Auckland Town Hall
and the city’s main arterial routes. Its immediate vicinity to New
Zealand International Convention Centre, the City Rail Link and
Aotea Square Station also adds significant value to the hotel in
the coming years.

Set in a stunning Victorian-era townhouse, The Bailey’s Hotel London combines old-world charm with the flair of
fashionable South Kensington. With a sweeping staircase, stained glass windows, and intricate stonework, the hotel
lobby retains many of its original features, and is one of the most popular hotels in the area.

To celebrate the
momentous year,
Millennium Hotels and
Resorts held a special
birthday bash at The
Bailey’s Hotel London’s
highly regarded Olives
Restaurant and Bar,
inviting a selection of key
London lifestyle, food and
trade media to experience
the hotel first hand, enjoy
sumptuous Italian cuisine
and learn more about the
occasion.
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CDL and SEAS Launch Singapore
Sustainability Academy
In support of national goals to tackle
climate change, CDL partnered
the Sustainable Energy Association
of Singapore (SEAS) to launch the
Singapore Sustainability Academy
(SSA), a training and networking
facility for the industry and
community. This is the first major
People, Public and Private (3P)
ground-up initiative in support of the
Sustainable Singapore Blueprint and
the Climate Action Plan.
Held on 5 August 2016 at Tower Club,
the launch event was graced by
Dr Amy Khor, Senior Minister of State,
Ministry of the Environment and Water
Resources. Speaking at the event
launch, Dr Amy Khor remarked that
“There is tremendous potential for the
private sector to play a major role in
our journey towards mitigating and
adapting to the devastating effects of
climate change. The SSA by CDL and
SEAS is an excellent 3P ground-up

Guest-of-honour Dr Amy Khor, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources
(centre) with Mr Grant Kelley, CDL CEO (right) and Mr Edwin Khew, SEAS Chairman (left), at the launch of
the Singapore Sustainability Academy (SSA).

initiative in the push forward to become
a more sustainable Singapore.”
The SSA aims to promote a low-carbon
economy, resource efficiency, and
sustainable practices among businesses
and the community, in particular youths.
Leveraging on CDL’s expertise in
sustainable development, the 4,300
square feet (sq ft) facility is a first-ofits-kind sustainable building, being the
first building in Singapore to use Cross
Laminated Timber (CLT) and Glued
Laminated Timber (Glulam) that will
be verified by the Nature’s Barcode™
system. This entails scientific tests like
DNA analysis, to reduce the risk of using
wood from illegal logging.
Artist’s Impression
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The 4,300 sq ft Academy will feature extensive solar technology with over 3,200 sq ft of solar panels,
as well as monitors that calculate real-time energy generation and consumption.

To be sited at the roof terrace of
CDL’s City Square Mall, Singapore’s
First Eco-mall, the SSA will feature

extensive solar technology with over
3,200 sq ft of solar panels, as well as
monitors that calculate real-time energy
generation and consumption. The SSA
will consolidate all of SEAS’ operations
for Asia and serve as the platform from
which the organisation will implement
its plans under its existing mission. The
SSA will also look into offering a suite of
education and mentorship programmes
for students from tertiary educational
institutions, focusing on energy
efficiency, solar power, climate change,
and sustainability. It will further forge
partnerships with relevant educational
institutions to provide high quality and
practical education to build knowledge
capacity, foster understanding and
promote adoption of sustainability. The
Academy is expected to be completed
before mid-2017.
Mr Grant Kelley, CDL CEO said, “As
part of our commitment to sustainability
for over two decades now, CDL has
also continued to promote eco-friendly
practices and green solutions among
stakeholders. The SSA will provide
a platform to further engage more
stakeholders for greater impact in
building a sustainable future. We look
forward to sharing CDL’s best practices
with the industry and community at the
SSA.”
Jointly designed by CDL and
ONG&ONG Pte Limited, and built by
Woh Hup (Private) Limited, the SSA is
CDL’s third major 3P initiative. In 2013,
the CDL Green Gallery @ Singapore
Botanic Gardens Heritage Museum was
opened, becoming Singapore’s first
purposefully built zero energy Green
Gallery. The Green Gallery, a partnership
between CDL and National Parks Board,
is a community space for the public to
learn about the environment and the
heritage of Singapore’s gardens. My
Tree House, the world’s first green library
for kids, created by CDL and National
Library Board also opened in 2013.
Located within Singapore’s Central Public
Library, My Tree House has an eco-centric
collection, as well as interactive green
features and programmes, to encourage
children to learn about and care for the
environment.

Sustainable Features at a Glance
Energy-Efficient
Building Design
1

3,230 sq ft of
photovoltaic panels, covering
the 4,300

sq ft building

2 Expected to generate an
annual energy yield of

>60,000 kWh; > than
SSA’s estimated annual energy
consumption
3

4

Monitors real-time energy
generation and consumption
Automation control
and energy monitoring
system adapts lighting and
air-conditioning to situations;
Maximising energy savings
while maintaining comfort

Eco Building
Materials
1 First in Singapore to have
construction materials verified by
the Nature’s BarcodeTM system,
assurance that materials are from
responsible sources
2 CLT is harvested from sustainably
managed forests
3 CLT and Glulam provide high level
of thermal performance, reducing
cooling costs
4 Encourages advance planning
and coordination, pre-fabricating
components off-site improves efficacy
in assembly and keeps on-site
pollution to a minimum
5 Use of CLT expected to increase
productivity by
about

Artist’s Impression

>30% and save

130 man days
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Uncovering Photographic Talents
through CDL Singapore Young
Photographer Awards
Beyond being a builder of living spaces,
CDL has enriched communities through
signature community engagement
initiatives such as the CDL Singapore
Young Photographer Award (SYPA).
Incepted in 2006 and into its sixth
run this year, SYPA is a nationwide
photography competition that aims
to groom young photographic talents
between the ages of 13 and 25.
Winners of this year’s competition were
unveiled on 6 September 2016 at a
prize presentation ceremony held at the
National Museum of Singapore. The
popularity and success of this biennial
event is demonstrated by its growth
in scale and stature – from receiving
just over 400 submissions when it first
started, to close to 1,600 submissions
this year. The competition has reached
out to over 7,000 youth photographers
since its inception.
Mr Tan Chuan-Jin, Minister for Social
and Family Development and an avid
photographer, presented prizes to the 15
young, budding shutterbugs, with a new
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CDL-Compact Singapore Young CSR
Leaders Award 2016
“Boundless” by
winner of the new
“On the Move”
category, Mr Clement
Cher Jia Long.
This new category
taps on the rising
popularity of mobile
photography, and
encourages more
youths to unleash
their creativity while
capturing precious
moments on the go.

“On the Move” category as the latest
addition to the biennial photography
competition. This new category taps
on the rising popularity of mobile
photography, and encourages more
youths to unleash their creativity while
capturing precious moments on the go.
Initiated by CDL’s late Deputy Chairman
Mr Kwek Leng Joo, the CDL SYPA is
part of its long-standing commitment to
supporting Singapore’s arts and youth
development. This signature initiative has
continued to receive strong participation,

reflecting that photography as an art
form is gaining a significant presence in
Singapore, especially amongst the youth.
In recognition of its sustained contributions
to enriching Singapore’s cultural landscape,
CDL received the Patron of the Arts award
on 20 July 2016. Organised annually by
the National Arts Council, the Patron of the
Arts Awards celebrates and recognises the
donations and contributions of individuals
and organisations towards the local arts
scene. CDL has been a recipient of the
Patron of the Arts Awards since 1997.

Winners of the 6th
CDL Singapore Young
Photographer Award
2016 with Guest-ofHonour Minister for Social
and Family Development,
Mr Tan Chuan-Jin
(back row, centre),
Mr Kwek Eik Sheng, CDL
Chief Strategy Officer
and Head of Asset
Management and Chief
Strategy Officer
(back row, 4th from left),
and Ms Esther An, CDL
Chief Sustainability Officer
(far right).

Guest-of-Honour Deputy Prime Minister and Coordinating Minister for Economic and Social Policies, Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam (fifth from left) and
CDL CEO Mr Grant Kelley (fifth from right), and CDL Chief Sustainability Officer Ms Esther An (far left) presenting the prizes to the winning teams of the
CDL-Compact Singapore Young CSR Leaders Award 2016.

Inclusive Collaboration for
Sustainable Business
With collaboration being the emerging
theme for progress on sustainability, the
Global Compact Network Singapore
(GCNS) and the Social Innovation Park
Limited came together to organise the
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and
Social Innovators Forum for the
first time.
Held on 1 and 2 September 2016, the
event’s theme was “Co-creating the
Future Economy through Sustainability
and Innovation”, reflecting the
importance of redefining growth with
business models that are more inclusive in
nature, in achieving the triple
bottom line.
Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) and
Coordinating Minister for Economic
and Social Policies, Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam; and Minister for
Culture, Community and Youth, Ms Grace
Fu attended the forum as Guest-ofHonours.
In one of the sessions “Mainstreaming
Sustainability to Create Business Values”,
CDL Chief Sustainability Officer
Ms Esther An, shared her views and
experience as a panellist, on integrating

sustainability into businesses to create
a sustainable future economy. Aligned
with its leadership and commitment to
sustainability, CDL has been a strong
supporter of GCNS’ International CSR
Summits since inception in 2009.
Other panellists included Mr David
Smith, Head of Corporate Governance,
Aberdeen Asset Management Asia;
Mr Hardik Shah, Manager, Research
Products, Sustainalytics; and Ms Jessica
Cheam, Editor and Founder, EcoBusiness.
Over the two days, the forum looked
at how the two key pillars, CSR and
Social Innovation, can be intertwined to
more effectively address global trends
and issues such as the Sustainable
Development Goals, 3P collaborations,
sharing economies and ultimately creating
shared value.

Record Participation for CDLCompact Singapore Young CSR
Leaders Awards 2016
During the forum, winners of the CDLCompact Singapore Young CSR Leaders
Awards 2016 were announced. The
young leaders received the awards from
DPM Tharman Shanmugaratnam. CDL
CEO Mr Grant Kelley and CDL Chief

Sustainability Officer Ms Esther An were
also present to give out the awards.
In its sixth year, the competition received
over 100 entries – the highest since its
inception in 2011. Participants worked
with large listed companies on business
cases, enabling the students to gain a
better understanding of CSR principles
and apply them to business strategies
and practices.
This year, the competition’s first
polytechnic finalist team, Team Tri-Lane
from Ngee Ann Polytechnic, worked with
Marina Bay Sands on a hospitality skills
apprenticeship programme empowering
youths and came in second place. The
third place was awarded to Team Zenith
Consulting from Nanyang Technological
University, whose proposal was to offer
nutrition-packed enhanced rice grains
“EldeRice” to needy elderly.
The top team – Team Synergy from
NUS-Yale College, who presented their
case to the international crowd at the
forum, worked with Interface Asia to
pioneer employee-friendly, biophilic
factory spaces to greatly improve work
environments. They also proposed an
innovative dust-repellent carpet surface
through biomimicry, amongst their suite
of solutions.
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Joy in the
Moonlit
Evening
It was another year of celebrating the
Mid-Autumn festival in a meaningful way
with the patients of Assisi Hospice’s Home
Care and Day Care Centre, as CDL staff
volunteers at City Sunshine Club (CSC)
brought joy and warmth to patients of
Assisi Hospice’s Home Care and Day Care
Centre, on 15 September 2016.
Members of the CDL Senior Management
team, including Group General Manager
Mr Chia Ngiang Hong and Executive
Vice President, Property & Facilities
Management Mr Daniel T’ng, joined
Assisi Hospice’s CEO Ms Choo Shiu Ling
and accompanying staff to distribute
mooncakes to the patients as they went
about visiting them. Patients were also
greeted by a handmade “Wheel of
Well-Wishes” where they could spin and
have greetings such as “happiness”,
“strength”, “safe and sound” wished for
them in Mandarin.

CDL Group General Manager Mr Chia Ngiang Hong (third from right), Executive Vice President,
Property & Facilities Management Mr Daniel T’ng (second from right), CSC President Ms Foo Chui Mui
(third from left) and Assisi Hospice CEO Ms Choo Shiu Ling (fourth from left), all ready to distribute
lanterns and mooncakes to extend well-wishes to the patients.

Apart from distributing mooncakes and lanterns, CSC volunteers belted out familiar
tunes with patients joining in the singing. CDL Group General Manager Mr Chia took
the lead to play games with the patients, bringing much laughter and excitement to
that evening. To end the celebration, CSC volunteers accompanied the patients for a
stroll in the moonlight within Assisi Hospice’s garden.
This is the ninth year that CSC has worked closely with Assisi Hospice to organise the
Mid-Autumn Festival celebration.

Bringing Cheer to the
Elderly at Bendemeer

On 18 July 2016, CSC volunteers lent
a helping hand to support a Housing
Development Board (HDB) community project
to spruce up the homes of about 30 elderly
beneficiaries residing in one-room rental flats
in Bendemeer.
The volunteers were paired with HDB staff
volunteers to paint and clean the flats, which
helped refresh their living environment
and brought much cheer to the elderly.
Besides volunteering, CSC also contributed
towards the adoption of wishes of these
elderly, ranging from curtains, standing fans,
mattresses to cleaning equipment.
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Guest-of-Honour Mr Heng Chee How, Senior Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office
(centre) together with CSC volunteers who had spent an afternoon of cleaning and painting the
one-room rental flats in Bendemeer with HDB volunteers.

The event was graced by Mr Heng Chee How,
Senior Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s
Office, who is also the Member of Parliament
for Jalan Besar GRC. He visited two of
the spruced up units before officiating the
opening of the newly-renovated Bendemeer
Lions Befrienders Senior Activity Centre.
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